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Editors’ Address. 

Tars number commences thé thir- 
teenth volume of the Christian Journal. 
We know not that there is an older re- 
ligious periodical in the country. Of 
the course which it has pursued our 
readers are to judge. We have en- 
deavoured, in candour,; to have our 
Views on all religious points, whether 
of faith or practice, fully and clearly 
understeod. We believed them to be 
found in Scripture, either literally, or 
by fair and just inference; and there- 
fore endeavoured, sccording to our 
ability, to illustrate, enforce, and hum- 
bly advocate and defend them. In the 
last department of our labours, we 
have, of course, come into collision 
with other views and sentiments. Of 
principles, we have ever thought it to 
be the part of the honest advocate for 
truth, to speak freely and fearlessly ; 
but of those who hold principles, with 
great charity, a cautious avoiding of all 
imputation of bad motive, and cheerful 
allowance of the same sincerity and 
conscientiousness for which we would 
ourselves wish to be credited. If, in the 
warmth of discussion, there has ever 
been an apparent departure from this 
principle, we sincerely regret it, and 
hope that it may not be laid to our 
charge as intentional, and especially 
that it may not be suffered to injure the 
cause of truth. We draw a wide dis- 
tinction, in reference to the claims of 
Christian charity, between principles 
and measures, and those who hold 
them and pursue them. The latter are 
fit subjects of charity. The former not. 
In the strong language which we heard 
from a distinguished Presbyterian lay- 
man, we would persecute error even to 
the death, but exercise all charity and 
kind judgment towards those who are 
in error. 

In our illustrations and defences of 
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Christian truth, and of what we thought 
consistent action, and sound policy, we 
have ever kept in view, what we be- 
lieved to be of God, the essential con- 
nexion between the Gospel of Christ 
and the Chureh of Christ. Striving to 
be humbly instrumental in bringing 
sinners to a deep conviction of their 
sinfulness, their lost estate by nature, 
and their utter hopelessness without 
the mercy of God in Jesus Christ, we 
have endeavoured to point them to 
that mercy, as it is revealed in holy 
writ. Baptism for the remission of 
sins, that is, for admittance into the 
holy covenant in which that remission 
is provided Union with Christ for 
obtaining the ineffable blessings of his 
grace and mercy, by an union, in the 
exercise of true and living faith, with 
his mystical body the church—The 
maintenance of that union by steadfast 
adherence to the true faith of the Gos- 
pel, committed to the church; by 
waiting on the ministrations of those 
who, through the succession therein 
established, are invested with the so- 
lemn commission and authority of am- 
bassadors of Christ; and by humble, 
devout, and faithful use of the means 
of grace established in the worship, 
ordinances, and instructions of that 
church—These are the revealed out- 
lines of God’s method of converting 
sinners, and sanetifying and saving 
them through Christ, which it has 
been our humble effort, as much as in 
us lay, to maintain and set forward. 
In connexion with this divinely ap- 
pointed plan, it has been our object to 
enforce the pure and holy requisitions 
of the Gospel, to call men out from a 
world lying in wickedness, to draw 
them off from that love of the world 
which is enmity against God, and to 
pray them not to be confurmed to this 
world, but to be transjofmed by the 
1 
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renewing of their mind, to live to him 
who died for them, to walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith they are called, 
to be not ashamed of the service of 
their Master, but resolutely to. perse- 
vere in living godly in Christ Jesus, 
whatever be the consequent sacrifice. 
Especially have we been anxious that 
they should ever remember, that they 
cannot have a mind and will hereunto 
of themselves, and cannot of them- 
selves thus walk in the divine com- 
mandments; but must depend upon 
the grace of God in Christ to give them 
that good will, and enable them to 
éarry it into effect; and that after all, 
their whole hope of acceptance must 
be founded on the merit of their Advo- 
cate with the Father, to the total ex- 
clusion of ali idea of merit in them- 
selves. 

Fully and conscientiously convinced 
of the divine appointment of the 
church for setting forth God’s glory, 
and for promoting man’s salvation, 
we have felt it due tothe cause of 
God, and to the love we bear to the 
souls of men, to be very jealous of the 
unity, the purity, and the prosperity of 
that church. Fully and conscientiously 
convinced also that our portion of that 
Catholic body, by retaining the essen- 
tials of the faith, the ministry, and the 
sacraments of the Gospel, and by its 
provisions fer promulging that faith, 
for the exercise of the various functions 
of that ministry, and for extending the 
grace and benefit of those sacraments, 
has a character for connexion with the 
Gospel, and for aptness to secure and 
extend its blessings, unrivalled among 
the communions around us, we have 
thought it due to the Gospel, to iilus- 
trate, maintain, and defend, as ability 
was given us, the distinctive principles 
of that ehurch, its well appointed or- 
der, and the due, regular, and zealous 
performance of its holy offices; and to 
endeavour, by all Christian means, to 
promote the just appreciation of its 
peculiar claims, to strengthen its influ- 
ence, and enlarge its borders. 

Again. Seeing in the church a di- 
vinely constituted instrument for pro- 
moting, in all ways, the cause of Christ 
and of his Gospel, we have believed 
it essential to the integrity of the 
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Christian system, that in all mea- 
sures to this end, that church, and 
no human association, uncemented by 
the doctrines, the ministry, and the 
sacraments of the Gospel, should be the 
instrument and agent. Therefore have 
we felt it our bounden duty to take the 
contrary part to that which is popular, 
and that which is most accordant with 
the current notions of the world. Differ 
from whom we would, however ele- 
vated for talents, however dignified in 
station, however venerable for wisdom, 
or however exalted for piety, to differ 
herein we have thought a duty para- 
mount to every claim of feeling, and 
soaring far above regard for mere po- 
pular liking, or personal gratification. 
There have been those who could find 
it in their hearts to lay to the charge of 
the principles which have thus actuated 
us, the guilt of indifference to tle cause 
of Christ, and of wilful co-operation 
with the hinderers and blasphemers of 
his word. We forgive them ; and pray 
that the inconsistency, to use the mild- 
est term, of thus, by so grievously de- 
parting from its spirit, injuring the 
cause which they profess to honour, 
may not be laid to their charge. 

Besides our efforts thus to render the 
Journal an humble instrument in pro- 
moting the interests of primitive truth 
and order, in their connexion with 
those of sound evangelical piety, we 
have also endeavoured to make it. and 
believe that herein at least, we have 
fully succeeded, a faithful Register of 
ecclesiastical concerns. We doubt 
whether the inquirer into the actual 
state and progress of our church, or its 
future historian, will find more useful 
and authentic matter any where em- 
bedied in the same compass. 

Our object in giving the above brief 
outline of the rule which we have laid 
down to ourselves in conducting the 
Journal, has been principally with the 
view of exhibiting that, which, by 
God’s grace, it is our intention still to 
pursue. ‘The Church of the Living 
God, the pillar and ground of the 
truth, is our motto; and according to 
our ability, we shall humbly aim at act- 
ing consistently with it. 

In the department of original matter, 
the fortunes of our Journal, since its 
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establishment, have been various. For 
many years past, the publishers have 
been the only editors. They have felt 
greatly indebted to a few who have 
aided them in their labours. They 
could not, however, but have often re- 
gretted and wondered, that in a diocese 
and a city, to say nothing of other por- 
tions of our church, so rich in theolo- 
gical and literary talent, they should 
have found so few willing thds occa- 
sionally to make an offering to a cause 
so full of benefit to the human race. 
Within the last few months, however, 
we have been favoured with an unusual 
number and variety of contributions. 
Weare authorized to anticipate a con- 
tinuance of this aid; and would re- 
spectfully solicit its increase. 

When the Journal was commenced, 
it was, we believe, the only religious 
periodical belonging to our church. 
Since that time, a number have sprung 
into being, and about half of them again 
ceased to be. Among them we have 
gratefully and respectfully owned se- 
veral valuable co-adjuturs in what we 
fully believed to be the true cause of 
Christ and his Church. We would 
especially pay a just tribute to a fellow 
labourer in the same diocese, our little 
friend the Gospel Messenger, published 
at Auburn, in this state; a work which, 

$n reference to the immediate field de- 
signed for its circulation, and the ob- 
jects more particularly desirable to be 
answered by it, we hesitate not to pro- 
nounce one of the best religious publica- 
tions within our knowledge. We con- 
sider it a peculiar blessing to that vastly 
important and interesting portion of our 
diocese, to have true evangelical reli- 
gion defended and promulged so ably, 
so clearly, and in so interesting a man- 
ner. We heartily bid the worthy and 
peculiarly well qualified editor God 
speed, in this renewed evidence of his 
untiring and disinterested zeal in the 
best of causes. 

With our sincere wishes for God’s 
thoicest blessing on our readers,through 
this and every other year of their pil- 
grimage, and the humble hope not 
entirely to fail in our desire to mi- 
nister both to their gratification and 
instruction, we ask an interest in their 
prayers, that in the discharge of our 
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functions, we may have a right judg- 
ment in all things; and be directed in 
all our doings with God’s most gra- 
cious favour, and furthered by his con- 
tinual help, 
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A Sermon, delivered before “ The 
Auxiliary New-York Bible and Com- 
mon Prayer Book Society,” in St. 
Paul’s Chapel, on the evening of the 
25th Sunday after Trinity, Novem- 
ber 23,1828. By the Rev. John A. 
Clark, A. M., Assistant Minister of 
Christ Church, New-York, Pu 
lished by request of the Board of 
Managers. 

Romans x. 17—“ So then, faith cometh by 

hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 

Tue moral condition of a large por- 
tion of Gad’s intelligent creatures, is 
one that the imagination delights to 
contemplate. Theirs is a state of free- 
dom from sin, and, consequently, of 
exemption from misery. The lofty in- 
telligences that people heaven, and 
crowd around the Eternal’s throne, are 
all pure and sinless, and therefore 
drink unceasingly of the pleasures that 
flow from God’s right Rend, Their 
happiness is the natural and necessary 
result of entire submission to the will, 
and perfect obedience to the commands, 
of God. Such obetiience wherever, or 
by whomsoever rendered, converts the 
place into a paradise, and puts the ia- 
dividuals rendering it upon a level, in 
point of happiness, with the angels of 

God. I know not but such may be the 

moral condition of the inhabitants of 

all those unnumbered worlds which are 
scattered through the regions of illimit- 
able space, and which rose into being 
at the bidding of God. But such is not 
the moral condition of this earth’s po- 
pulation. They, alas! are in a state 
of awful departure from God—in a 
state of guilt, condemnation, and ruin; 
and by their derived and acquired de- 
pravity, are so “ fur gone from ori- 
ginal righteousness,” that it is equally 
the decision of reason and of revela- 
tion, that “by the deeds of the law no 
flesh can be justified in the sight of 

God.” 

If, therefore, any of our undone race 








A The Rev. John A. 


are delivered from wrath and condem- 
nation, it must be by an act of pure 
mercy; ifany of them attain unto ce- 
testial happiness, it must be solely by 
the grace of God. Through the ten- 
der mercies of the Most High, the fact 
that we can be delivered from wrath 
and condemnation, and the terms upon 
which we can be delivered, have been 
made known to us. Among these 
terms, that which stands highest, and 
is primary and fundamental, is faith; 
and we are told that “ faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God ” 

We trust it will not be irrelevant to 
the object for which we have assem- 
bled, to offer a few cursory remarks 
upon this passage of Scripture; that 
object, as | presume you are all aware, 
is to consider the claims, and by ex- 
tending pecuniary assistance, to bear 
your testimony in favour of “ The 
Auxiliary New York Bible and Com- 
mon Prayer Book Society,” an insti- 
tution whose praise is in all the 
churches. 

* So then, faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God.” 

It is not necessary to our present 
purpose to enter into an examination 
of the train of reasoning with which 
this passage stands connected. ‘I'he 
passage states a general truth, which it 
will be our business to illustrate, to 
wit, that the word of God, or the ‘:os- 
pel, 1s the great moral instrument by 


which men are brought into a state of 


salvation. 

“Faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.” 

This phraseology is derived from 
the manner in which religious instruc- 
tion was formerly conveyed. ‘This 
was not through the medium of a writ- 
ten record, but by the mouth of a pro- 
phet. The communications of God 
to his people, therefore, in ordinary 
Cases, were addressed to the ear. But 
the canon of Scripture is now complete. 
All the information necessary for the 
regulation of our lives, and the salva- 
tion of our souls, is embodied in the sa- 
cred volume. 

i. And this volume, we affirm, is the 
great moral instrument by wich men 
are broughs into a state of salvation. 
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“ Faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.” 

Evangelical faith is not only an as- 
sent of the understanding to the truths 
of the Gospel upon the authority of di- 
vine revelation, but it also implies a 
consent of the heart, by which we 
cheerfully and joyfully receive Christ, 
as he is revealed in the Gospel, trust 
in and rely upon him, and his righte- 
ousness, alone for justification and sal- 
vation. The religion of the Gospel, 
therefore, is emphatically a religion of 
the heart. Fear and hope, joy and 
sorrow, love and aversion, are neces- 
sary elements of influence in forming 
the new character ef the Gospel. But 
these emotions cannot be awakened 
without the existence of an adequate 
cause. Fear does not rise up in the 
mind, unless there is brought within its 
view real or apprehended danger. 
Hope does not start into being, unless 
there is brought before the mind some 
attainable object of desire. And so of 
ail the other emotions. Hence, al- 
though the religion of the Gospel is pe- 
culiarly and emphatically a religion of 
the heart, it is through the medium of 
the understanding alone that the heart 
can be affected. The man must be 
made acquainted with his own moral 
character, and with the high and lofty 
demands which the law of God makes 
upon his obedience. He must be made 
acquainted with God, and his moral 
attributes, before he can fully appre- 
hend the nature of his own situation, 
or see the extent and magnitude of 
that ruin which hangs over him. When 
he sees this, doubtless his heart will be 
agitated with fear, and his soul filled 
with trembling ; but his understanding 
must apprehend the nature of his situa- 


tion, before these emotions can be | 


awakened; and the word of God alone 
can give him certain information in 
reference to this subject. If a deep 
conviction of sin, an alarm on account 
of our undone condition, and a tear 
which makes the man distrust his own 
powers, and look away from himself 
for deliverance; if these be prepara- 
tory to, and under the influence of, the 
Holy Spirit, productive of the farth of 
the Gospel—then is it evident that the 
word of God, which is alone capable 
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ef imparting these views, and awaken- 
ing these feelings, is the great moral 
jastrument by which the man is pre- 
pared for the reception of evangelical 
faith. 
2. Although without a divine reve- 
lation, there never could be attained 
that perfect knowledge of the extent of 
our moral degeneracy, and: of the ex- 
ceeding sinfulness of sin in the sight of 
God, still, by the light of nafure, man 
might be convinced that he was guilty, 
and feel himself condemned in the eye 
of that unknown Being, who called 
into existence, and upheld by an un- 
known energy, the visible creation. 
But it would be utterly impossible for 
him to conjecture any method of can- 
celling his guilt, or appeasing the of- 
fended majesty of the invisible Crea- 
tor. God has reserved to himself the 
high prerogative of developing the 
mystery how he can continue to be 
just, and still extend mercy and pur- 
don to the violators of his law. When 
men are deeply convinced that they 
are in a condemned state; when they 
are convinced that, by violating the 
law of God, they have opened at their 
very feet the pit of perdition, and 
drawn down upon them the weight of 
Almighty wrath, doubtless the divine 
disclosures, which set before them the 
Son of the Eternal God crucified for 
their sins, and expiating on the cross 
their guilt by his blood, and agonies, 
and death; the disclosures which re- 
present him as from that cross stretch- 
ing out his arms to the lost and the 
ruined of this world, and in the most 
kind and affectionate terms inviting 
them to come to him and receive par- 
don and life—doubtless these disclo- 
sures, attested by the seal of God’s 
veracity, when addressed to cunscience- 
smitten and despairing sinners, will be 
received with gladness, and lead them 
to repose with unreserved confidence 
upon this proffered mercy. And the 
mind, while in this attitude, is in the 
exercise of the faith of the Gospel, of 
that faith which exerts a prevailing in- 
fluence upon the will, draws the affec- 
tions, and renders the whole man obe- 
dient to the will of God. But these 
disclosures, which huve been addressed 
to the understanding, and have called 
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into existence and vigorous exercise 

this principle of faith, are to be found 

in no record, except that record which * 
God has given of his Son. If, then, 

these emotions could not have been 

awakened, nor this principle of faith 

lodged in the heart, without the dis- 

closures which are contained in the 

word of God, we have the most con- 

clusive proof that faith cometh by the 

knowledge of the word of God; that 
the Bible is the great moral instrument 

by which men are “ turned from dark- 

ness to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God.” Viewed solely in 
this light, viewed solely in reference to 
the influence which it is capable of ex- 
erting upon the eternal destinies of 
men, what a vast and unspeakable im- 
portance attaches itself to the sacred 
volume ! 

Task you not to consider the my- 
riads of immortal beings that, from ge- 
neration to generation, have peopled 
this earth, and whose destiny is for 
ever decided. I ask you not to look 
over the map of the world, and esti- 
mate the number of immortal beings 
that now dwell upon its surface, whose 
eternal destiny is undecided. J ask 
you simply to consider the number of 
immortal beings within the limits of 
this city; the multitudes that repose in 
ease; the multitudes that pine in sor- 
row and wretchedness; the thousands 
that traverse its streets, that throng its 
markets, and spread over the whole 
extent of its territory the scenes of 
business and activity—and then con- 
sider, that all of these beings will live 
for ever, and live either in the enjoy- 
ment of inconceivable happiness, or 
amid the groans and agonies of repro- 
bate souls and ruined angels—and that 
that which is to decide their destiny ; 
that which can alone “ open their eyes, 
and turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God, 
that they may receive forgiveness of 
sin, and an inheritance among them 
which are sanctified,” is the word of 
God. These facts admitted, the sa- 
cred volume gathers upon it a value 
which no finite mind can fully compre- 
hend, and which no arithmetic can 
compute. To distribute this volume 
among the poor and the destitute, and 
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thus to place within the reach of the 
“ ignorant, and them that are out of the 
“way,” the only knowledge by which 
they can become “ wise unto salva- 
tion,” is one of the objects of the so- 
ciety whose claims | wish to place 
before you this evening. 

3. But the oracles of God have al- 
ways been connected with the Church 
of God, to which they have been com- 
mitted as to a safe depository, and a 
channel of conveyance to the rest of the 
world. When, therefore, the record 
that God gave of his Son was to be 
published, the Christian church was 
instituted for this specific object. The 
Christian church is the appointed and 
defined mode of propagating the Chris- 
tian religion—the mode appointed and 
defined by God himself. As this mode 
was devised by infinite wisdom, and 
settled by divine authority, it can never 
be made better by human wisdom; it 
can never be altered by human autho- 
rity. The Church of Christ has in 
view, for its sole and only object, the 
spiritual and eternal interests of man- 
kind. Our attachment to this church, 
therefore, rests upon the same founda- 
tion with our attachment to the Bible. 
They both aim at the same object; 
they both emanated from the same 
source. ‘The Bible is the word of God; 
the church, which is “ built upon the 
foundation of apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone,” is the Church of God. 
The word of God is the great moral 
instrument by which men are brought 
from a state of ruin into a state of sal- 
vation. The Church of God, in its 
ordinances, its institutions, and its mi- 
nistrations, blessed by the Holy Spirit, 
contains the moral force which moves 
and gives efficiency to this instrument. 
Considered in this light, it is with the 
highest propriety that, in distributing 
the word of God, we associate with it 
the Book of Common Prayer, which, 
according to our views, exhibits the 
Church of God in its primitive and 
apostolic form. 

But there is another view under 
which we shall at present consider the 
expediency of sending the Prayer 
Book with the Bible. I would say, 
Distribute the Prayer Book for the 
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same purpose that you distribute the 
Bible ; to make men pious ; to reclaim 
sinners from the error of their ways; 
‘to turn them from darkness to light.” 
I need not, at this time, nor in this 
place, speak of the beauty, sublimity, 
and spirituality of our liturgy ; for that 
beauty, and sublimity, and spirituality, 
have been too often and deeply felt 
within these sacred walls, to need any 
illustration, as these ascended, borne 
on the united voice of thousands, and 
breathed from the palzied lips of age, 
and the lisping tongue of infancy, its 
penitential confessions ; its deep-toned 
and fervent responses, and its hallowed 
anthems of praise. I may safely say, 
that this liturgy, next to the Bible, has 
had more influence in making deep 
impressions of piety upon the heart 
than any other buok extant. The 
cause of this will be found in the fact, 
that there has been transfused into it 
more of the spirit of the doctrines of 
the Bible than exists in any other 
book. The sacred volume consists of 
separate pieces of divine communica- 
tion made at different times, under 
different circumstances, and addressed 
to different communities of men. Ow- 
ing to this fact, those truths which are 
best suited to affect the heart do not 
always readily meet the eye of those 
who are but slightly conversant with 
the sacred volume. Now the Prayer 
Book martials these portions of divine 
truth in one concentrated array before 
the sinner. As the optician’s glass col- 
lects the diffused rays of the sun into 
one point, and thus by their concen- 
trated power produces an intenser de- 
gree of heat acting upon that point; so 
the Prayer Book, bringing together 
from various parts of the word of God, 
the great practical doctrines of the 
cross, and exhibiting them in a con- 
nected view, produces, by their com- 
bined force, a deeper impression upon 
the mind of the sinner. And when the 
man, penetrated with an humbling 
view of his own sinfulness, anxiously 
inquires, “ What must | do to be 
saved ?”—he cannot go to his Prayer 
Book, he cannot read one of its prayers 
without finding an answer to this in- 
quiry. Every one of those prayers, 
every petition in that book, is put up 
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in the name, and urged through the 
merits, of Jesus Christ, the ruined sin- 
ner’s only friend, the ruined sinner’s 
only hope. And when the penitent 
is bowed to the earth in sorrow and 
contrition, no language can so ade- 
quately express the feelings of his 
troubled soul as the penitential confes- 
sions of the liturgy. I speak not at 
random in saying, that the Prayer 
Book possesses so much of the spirit 
and the unction of the Bible, that con- 
sidered as a means of promoting the 
great work of spiritual renovation, it 
bears an affinity to the sacred volume 
which no other book ean claim. 

It has been our happy lot to witness, 
in the northern and western sections of 
this state, some of the beneficial effects 
resulting from the gratuitous distribu- 
tion of the Book of Common Prayer. 
I speak from personal knowledge, in 
saying, that there are many individuals 
in those sections of the state now the 
brightest ornaments of our church; 
whose first knowledge of the church, 
and whose first religious impressions 
were derived from the Prayer Book, 
which the missionary left at their 
dwelling. There are, in those sections 
of the state, many individuals now 
bright and burning lights in our Zion, 
washed and sanctified servants of the 
living God, whose feet were in the 
broad pathway to destruction, and 
whose families were descending along 
with them down to the gates of hell, 
until their course was arrested by the 
Prayer Book, brought to them by the 
hand of the missionary, with zwhich he 
was furnished by this society, in con- 
junction with the parent society. O! 
my hearers, could you see in how 
many places “the wilderness and the 
solitary place has been made glad, and 
the moral desert has been made to re- 
joice and blossom as the rose,” by the 
noiseless and persevering efforts of this 
society, you would lift up your hands 
with one accord, and bless its members 
as the best friends of Christ and his 
Church. They who are engaged in 
this benevolent object do not need my 
applauding testimony, as they have al- 
ready the testimony of an approving 
conscience ; and in the day when God 
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shall gather together his elect, we 
doubt not many sons and daughters, 
rescued from guilt and misery by their 
efforts, will take them by the hand, 
and say, “We were an hungred, and ye 
gave us the bread of salvation; we 
were thirsty, and ye gave us the water 
of life; we were strangers and exiles 
from heaven, and ye took us into the 
family of Christ; we were naked, and 
ye clothed us with the white robe of the 
Redeemer’s righteousness; we were 
sick with guilt, and in the prison-house 
of sin, and by sending to us the word 
of God, and teaching us how to pray, 
ye visited us with salvation.” And, 
my brethren, shall we not all share in 
the glories and triumphs of that hour 
by contributing to an object that will 
furnish themes of rejoicing through eter- 
nity ? 

As may be seen from the last report 
of this society, their funds are by no 
means adequate to the demands yearly 
made upon them. Our penitentiaries, 
alms-houses, and hospitals; our sea- 
men in the navy-yards and upon the 
deep; our missionaries carrying the 
tidings of salvation into the new and 
thinly settled parts of our country ; our 
Sunday schools, in which thousands are 
rescued from guilt, and trained for the 
skies—all these are looking to this so- 
ciety for the word of God, and the 
knowledge of his Church. And the 
question is now to be decided, whether 
they shall be fully supplied or not? 
I would not depreciate that benevo- 
lence which explores filthy lanes, and 
penetrates the depths and darkness of 
cellars, to carry medicine to the sick 
and bread to the hungry; but I can 
conceive of a higher benevolence than 
this—a benevolence which traverses 
those lanes, and penetrates those cel- 
lars, to carry to perishing sinners the 
bread of life. In this work of benevo- 
lence, there is an opportunity now fur- 
nished for us all to participate. Give 
to this society the means, and they will 
carry the word of God, and the know- 
ledge of his Church, wherever igno- 
rance is to be enlightened, or sinners 
are to be purified. A thousand fa- 
mished souls are crying to you, “ Send 
us the word of God, and along with it 








3 Intermediate State. 


that book of devotion which will teach 
us how to pray.” - 

This is an appeal which, as church- 
men, as Christians, as friends of the 
human race, we cannot resist. 


—_s 
To the Editors of the Christian Journal. 


GENTLEMEN, 

Ir I am not misinformed, a very 
considerable degree of ignorance re- 
specting the primitive and scriptural 
doctrine of ‘‘an intermediate state,” 
exists even among the members of our 
own church. It is not to be wondered 
at, that other denominations should un- 
derstand the matter still more imper- 
fectly, and most ignorantly and errone- 
ously charge us with maintaining doc- 
trines approaching to those of popery. 
The following extract from the Eclec- 
tic Review, a work devoted to the Dis- 
senting interest in Great Britain, may 
serve to throw light on the doctrine 
itself, and the nature of one, at least, 
of its proofs. 

The swarm of expositors of unful- 
filled prophecies who have lately arisen 
in England base much of their specula- 
tion on “ indistinct notions, nay, almost 
avowed doubts, as to the happiness of 
the separate spirit, immediately subse- 
quent upon death.” Of course, the 
intermediate state stands exceedingly 
in their way. The Hon. ana Rev. G. 
T. Noel, endeavouring to disprove the 
existence of that state, in a late work 
devoted to the defence of the Millen- 
nial theory,* is of course perplexed by 
the passage, Luke xxiii. 43, “ This day 
shalt thou be with me in Paradise.” 
After striving to elude its force by a 
change of punctuation, he concludes 
with saying— 

‘I cannot hesitate to aver, that the 
hypothesis of the intermediate state 
between death and the resurrection, 
has been the true key to the accordant 
opinions of commentators on the mean- 
ing of the text in question.” —P. 304. 

On this the reviewer remarks as fol- 
lows :— 

* To us, it is distressing, that a man 





* A Brief Inquiry into the Prospects of the 
Church of Christ, in connexion with the se- 
cond Advent of our Lord. 8vo. pp. 362. 
London, 1828. 
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like Mr. Noel, who stands so deserv- 
edly high in the Christian world, and 
for whose character we feel so un- 
feigned aregard, should term this scrip- 
tural article of faith a mere ‘ hypo« 
thesis.’—With regard to the criticism 
which Mr. Noel defends, Milton, who 
had the strongest reason for adopting 
it, was evidently dissatisfied with the 
awkward expedient. It is condemned 
alike by Grotius, Griesbach, Whitby; 
and Campbell. Beza remarks, that he 
had seen one codex which read 3r« 
onuseov. Mr. Noel says, * That only 
one manuscript should have <7 pre- 
fixed, is to me a strong presumption 
that it is an interpolation.’ But, if 
onueegoy had belonged to the preceding 
words, St. Luke, it has been justly 
observed, ‘ would doubtless have in- 
serted the particle ¢7s before wer éui.?* 
Mr. Noel has cited several instances 
from the Old Testament, of what he 
thinks ‘ a similar emphasis given to the 
time of recording a command or privi- 
lege.’ Of these, one specimen will be 
sufficient. Deut. iv. 40, * Thow shalt 
keep therefore his statutes which I 
command thee this day.’ And he re- 
fers us also to Matt. vi. 11, ‘ Give us 
this day our daily bread,’ 
instance is certainly as pertinent as the 
other; but we are astonished that they 
should be thought to yield the slightest 
countenance to the mistaken construc- 
tion of the text in question. In the 
former instance, as well as in the pa- 
rallel passages, * this day,’ (enuegov,) 
so far as it is emphatic, may be con- 
sidered as implying the re-promulga- 
tion of what had been commanded upon 
a former day—the day when Israel 
stood before the Lord in Horeb, (ver. 
10.) At the same time, it looks for- 
ward to the future; from that day, as 
an era, dated the solemn renewal of the 





* “See Valpy’s Gr. Test. vol. 1. p. 42% 
‘ Pessimé fecerunt,’ says Grotius, ‘ gui hanc 
vocem aut cum prix, dico, conjunxerunt 
(quod aperte improbat Syrus, ) aut inter- 
pretatié sunt cyusgor, hodie, post resurrec- 
tionem. Christus plus promittit, qudm erat 
rogatus. Rogas, inguit, ut olim tut sim me- 
mor cum regni possessionem accepero: ego 
tam dieu non differam tua vota ; sed partem 
et primitias sperate felicitatis t1bi intra hunc 
ipsum dim reprasentabo: morere securus; @ 
— statim te divina eolatia expectant. 


The one * 
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national covenant. The day upon 
which our Lord gave the promise of 
Paradise to the dying penitent, was his 
last—within a few hours, at most, of his 
expiring: To him, the time of record- 
ing the promise would be of no conse- 
quence: the time of its fulfilment was 
every thing. Understood of the one, 
the word is unsusceptible of emphasis 
—notwithstanding all the ingenuity 
which Mr. Noel has employed to make 
it seem emphatic. Understood of what 
should take place that very day—that 
day, of which the last sands were run- 
ning out—that day of preternatural 
darkness about to close, to the redeem- 
ed malefactor, in the glories of Para- 
dise—it is more than emphatic.* ‘Take 
away this word from the declaration to 
which it so essentially belongs, and the 
promise becomes vague, distant, and 
shadowy as the millennial dream which 
our author would substitute for the 
strong consolation of being, when ab- 
sent from the body, present with the 
Lord. 

“ We cannot dismiss the note which 
has so long detained us, without 
strongly reprobating the insinuation 
conveyed in the following paragraph: 

¢ As the doctrine of the interme- 
diate state of happiness to the righteous 
between death and the resurrection, 
has been the received opinion of the 
Christian church, and as this doctrine, 
comprising the terrific engine of Pur- 
gatory, was peculiarly dear to the 
Roman church, 1 think it ought not to 
surprise any reader to find, that every 
manuscript and version since the pre- 
sent mode of punctuation was adopted, 
should contain the pause before the 
word cyuepov, and not after it. Hence 
the agreement of manuscripts and ver- 
sions.’—P. 303. 





* ©The strong influence of prepos-ession 
can alone account for ou: anthor’s citing Mark 
xiv. 30, as an instance of the collocation of the 
adverb supporting his criticsm—ors oaego, 
ty tH yuxTi TabTn, &e. ‘How striking,” he 
remarks, ‘is the effort made to arrest the 
mind of Peter to this very d:y! A few hours 
would only elapse, und all his reselutions of al- 
legiance snd love would fail.” A few hours 
only were to elupse, in the case of the malefac- 
tor, before the fulfilment of the prophecy ; and 

collocation, except the suppression of the 
particle, is the sume, Could the parallel be 
more striking ?” 


Vou. SIH. 


Sunday School Magazines. 


“ The assertion, that this doctrine 
a to the Roman church—that 
very/church by which the doctrine of 
an immediate entrance upon the rest 
and blessedness of the righteous has 
been boldly impugned, and a fictitious 
Purgatory substituted for the Paradise 
of God—is so grossly erroneous, that 
we shall not spend many words in ex- 
posing what we must term the disin- 
genuousness of the representation. So 
far from including the terrific engine of 
Purgatory, it precludes it altogether; 
and Calvin, in commenting upon the 
very passage we have been consider- 
ing, points out how fatal it is to the Ro- 
mish doctrine of penal satisfaction. 
* Itaque facessat putidum illud sophis- 
tarum commentum de pene retentione, 
cum culpa remittitur : quia videmus ut 
Christus quem a reatu absolvit, simul 
ad pena liberet? That a scriptural 
doctrine should include a pernicious 
error, and sanction a terrific engine of 
corruption and spiritual tyranny, is 
impossible; and Mr. Noel ought te 
have felt very strongly assured that he 
was not misled by a false hypothesis, 
before he hazarded the declaration. But 
the fact is, that he might as justly have 
said, that any truth includes its oppo- 
site. Besides, it is the first time that 
we have ever heard it suspected, that 
the influence of the Romish church had 
extended to the punctuation of Greek 
manuscripts and independent versions. 
For our own parts, without wishing to 
impose any shackles upon the legiti- 
mate freedom of religious inquiry, we 
cannot but. think, that, when we have 
in favour of a doctrine, the received 
opinion of the church—we mean of the 
Church of Christ, the congregation of 
the faithful—as well as the established 
punctuation of manuscripts, and the 
concurrent verdict of the soundest cri- 
tics of every denomination as to the im- 
port of the sacred text--we have a 
mass of evidence to which some little 
deference is due.” 

Ectectic iteview, Sept. 1828, p. 206, e. 
;——_{ ___} 

To the Editors of the Christian Journal. 
Messrs EpitTons, 

Ir is some time since I first saw a 
copy of the Prospectus of the Maga- 

2 
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zines about to be published under the 
auspices of our General Sunday School 
Union. I have waited impatiently for 
some notice of the plan in the religious 
ublications of our church, but in vain. 
Javing an intimacy with some of the 
members of the Executive Committee 
of the Union, I have learned their 
plans with relation to the proposed 
works, and cannot but think them in 
the highest degree important to every 
member of our church. Their useful- 
ness is not, as some may expect, to be 
confined to a limited class of persons. 
They are to assist in rearing up our 
youth as true Christians and Protest- 
ant Episcopalians, and for that pur- 
pose will be adapted for circulation in 
Samilies as well as Sunday schools. 
Much of their contents will be directly 
serviceable to parents and guardians of 
youth, and no small proportion of the 
remainder will be devoted to the reli- 
gious instruction of the young of every 
age and class. Jt seems to me that 
no true churchman should suffer his 
family to be without one or both of 
these publications. Uf he wishes his 
family to be trained in the knowledge 
and fear of God, in the true faith in 
Christ, and in the principles of our 
apostolic church, he cannot use a more 
effectual mean than furnishing them 
with such instruction as will be im- 
parted in these Magazines. Their 
cheapness (only one dollar yearly for 
the largest, and twenty-five cents for 
that for children) will put them com- 
pletely within the reach of all. I have 
subscribed myself for both, and am 
anxiously expecting the appearance of 
the first numbers, which, judging from 
the publications of the Union already 
issued, I have no doubt will abundantly 
justify my hopes, and secure the undi- 
vided patronage of those who claim 

the character of 
AN EPISCOPALIAN. 

EGE 
Ingraham’s Map. 

‘¢ Aw historical Map of Palestine, or 
the Holy Land: exhibiting a correct 
and masterly delineation of the pecu- 
liar geographical features of the coun- 
try, and of all places therein; inter- 
spersed with more than two hundred 
Vignettes and Emblems, illustrative of 


interesting events recorded in the Bi- 
ble, introduced topographically, from 
the best authorities. Originally de- 
lineated by Mr. F. T. Assheton, Lon- 
don. Now greatly improved, and far- 
nished with a complete Geographical 


Index, showing the situation, latitude, | 


and longitude, of every place, and con- 
taining Explanatory References to all 
the vignettes, emblems, &c.; a Sketch 
of the history and present state of the 
country, and its principal districts and 
cities; a Calendar of Palestine, &c. 
&c. ; by Joseph W. Ingraham. Bos- 
ton. Wait and Ingraham. 1828.” 
We congratulate our readers upon 
the appearance of this most complete 
introduction to a knowledge of the 
Holy Land, which has been anxiously 


expected for more than twe years by | 
all who are desirous to study the Sa-f 


cred History accurately and under- 
standingly. The full title sufficiently 
expresses the character of the work, of 
which we need only say, that its execu- 
tion fully accords with its pretensions, 
The Map is beautifully engraved, and 
with, we believe, the most perfect ac- 
curacy. Its size is 45 by 30 inches, 
The Vignettes and Emblems are spi- 
rited and appropriate, and cannot fail 
to excite a high degree of interest in 
youth, while they may be serviceable 
even to the well informed adult, in re- 
calling to recollection events in sacred 
history, and permanently fixing their 
location in his memory. The Index, 
a neat pamphlet of 96 pages, we re- 
gard as peculiarly valuable, and highly 
creditable to its industrious compiler. 
The most advanced biblical scholar 
might not disdain to avail himself of its 
various information, while every reader 
of the sacred word will find it of daily 
use. 





On Self-denial. 

“ Curis not compelling, but freely 
counselling every man to seek a per- 
fect life, saith, ‘ Let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross and follow me.’ 
Let us then deny ourselves in what- 
ever we have made ourselves by sin, 
and such as we are made by grace, let 
us continue. If a preud man be con- 
verted to Christ, and is made humble, 
he hath denied himself. If a covetous 


['No. 1. 
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man ceaseth to covet, and giveth of 
his own to relieve the needy, he hath 
denied himself. If an impure man 
changeth his life, and becometh chaste, 
he hath denied himself, as St. Gregory 
saith. He who withstandeth and for- 
saketh the unreasonable will of the 
flesh, denieth himself. The cross of 
Christ is taken when we shrink not 
from contempt, for the love of the 
truth; when man is crucified unto the 
world, and the world is crucified unto 
him, and he setieth its joy at nought. 
It is not enough to bear the cross of a 
painful life, except we follow Christ in 
his virtues, in meekness, love, and 
heavenly desire. He taketh the cross 
who is ready to meet all peril for God; 
if need be to die rather than to forsake 
Christ. And whoso taketh not thus 
the cross, and followeth not Christ 
thus, is not worthy to be his disciple. 
Lord Jesus, turn us to thee, and we 
shall be turned! Heal thou us, and 
then we shall be verily holy; for with- 
out grace and help from thee, may no 
man be truly turned or healed. For 
they are but scoraers, who to-day turn 
to God, and to-morrow turn away; 
who to-day do their penance, and to- 
morrow turn again to their former 
evils. What is turning te God? No- 
thing but turning from the world, from 
sin and from the fiend. What is turn- 
ing from God, but turning to the chang- 
ing things of this world, to delight in 
the creatures, the lusts of the flesh, and 
the works of the fiend? ‘To be turned 
from the world, is to set at noughit its 
joys, and to suffer meekly all bitter- 
ness, slanders, and deceits, for the love 
of Christ. To leave all occupations 
unlawful and unprofitable to the soul, 
so that man’s will and thought become 
dead to the things which the world 
loveth and worshippeth.” ‘The de- 
vices of Satan, with which all have to 
contend, are said, in the conclusion, to 
be particularly directed against such as 
seek this peculiar sanctity. “ Ile 
studieth to bring against us all manner 
of temptations and tribulations accurd- 
ing as he seeth that, by the mercy of 
God, we are escaped out of his power. 
For he seeketh nothing so much as to 
separate men from the pure and the 
everlasting love of Jesus Christ, and to 


On Envy. ll 


make them love perishing things and 
the uncleanness of this world.” 
Vaughan’s Wickliffe, I1. 360. 
—_—_—s_—_ 
On Envy. 

“ Envy is very justly characterized 
as ‘the epidemic of the human race, 
the most common operation of human 
depravity.’ In its grosser manifesta- 
tions, it is seen at once to be vicious 
and detestable; but its more insidious 
operations are often unsuspected by 
the party himself, owing to the speci- 
ous disguises which it can assume. 
Reasons for disliking our fellow crea- 
tures, are always at hand, to justify to 
ourselves the promptings of spleen or 
wounded self-love. Who will own, that 
he envies the very man to whom he 
imagines himself superior, and of whom 
he speaks, it may be, with ridicule and 
contempt? Yet, as it is justly re- 
marked, ‘there is not any kind of su- 
periority, however low in its nature, or 
obscure in situation, which is not found 
to call forth the ill will and hatred of 
some inferior or disappointed specta- 
tor.’ That species of superiority, how- 
ever, which excites the most envy, is 
the apparent happiness of another, 
when viewed by the unhappy. To 
envy the happiness of men and angels, 
it has been said, is the passion of de- 
vils; and, in order to illustrate the 
malignity of envy, we may point to it 
as imbodied in Cain, the proto-mur- 
derer; in the revengeful Saul; in 
Ahab, when he pined for Naboth’s 
vineyard. But envy is not confined to 
Cains, and Sauls, and Ahabs. In such 
instances, it becomes the master pas- 
sion: more frequently it plays a hum- 
ble part, and, ina milder and more 
insidious form, creeps into the bosoms 
of even the good. Men are not de- 
vils, yet they envy each other. Chris- 
tians, brothers, are found envying one 
another. Nay, those who would sym- 
pathize with others in their sorrows, 
and weep with those who weep, fall 
short of the higher attainment—to re- 
joice with those who rejoice. To be 
content that others should increase 
while we decrease, and to sympathize 
in a prosperity which we do not share 
--this is a hard saying. To be willing 
that another who has toiled only one 
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hour, should have the same wages--is 
pot in unregenerate human nature; and 
and the regenerate* too often fail here 
Sorrow is selfish; it concentrates the 
affections upon our own interests. It 
may teach us to sympathize with 
others’ griefs; but, that others do 
grieve, is something like consolation to 
the sorrowtul. Sorrow cannot sympa- 
thize with happiness, and therefore 
heaven cannot admit of it, for envy 
would emer with it. Happiness will 
‘not only be the fruit of holiness in 
another world, but the perfection of it, 
since it is that native state in which 
alone the soul attains the full develop- 
ment of its affections, so as to take part, 
without a jarring fibre, in the universal 
harmony. 

“It is necessary to trace envy to 
some of its unsuspected sources, and 
to detect its more latent intluence, in 
order to be on our guard against the 
workings of a passion which is gene- 
rally deemed too malignant a thing in 
the abstract, to exist in an amiable 
mind. But envy is, we must main- 
tain, a most reputable and orthodox 
vice, a regular church-going sin, one 
which often dresses like virtue, and 
talks like her. Envy has a great zeal 
for religion, a keen sense of public 
justice, and is much shocked at the in- 
consistences of good people. It ex- 
ulis when a bypocrite is unmasked, 
and says, I always suspected him. It 
is also most benevolent, and when 
wholesome adversity overtakes a bro- 
ther, prays that it may be the means of 
promoting bis humility and Christian 
graces. [t is, moreover, a great re- 
former, and has lately been very active 
in setting to rights our great religious 
societies, Jt has taken its degree.” 

Eclectic Review, Uct 1828. 
SS = 
For the Christian Journal. 
Reminiscences—No. X. 
ELxtracts from Humphrey’s History of 
the Society (in England) for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Fo- 
reign Parts. 
Sourn-Caroina. 

* Tue parish of St. George was for- 

merly a part of St, Andrew’s, and 





* We would substitute the terms unrenewed 
and renewed—Kd. C.J. 
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taken out of that by an act of assembly 
in the year 1717.—-A church was be- 
gun to be built in the year 1719, and 
in the year following the out-work was 
completed ; it is a brick building, 50 
feet Jong and 30 broad, besides the 
chancel. ‘There is also a very good 
brick parsonage house built, not half a 
mile distant from the church, situate 
on a very pleasant spot of ground near 
Asbley River, with a glebe of 75 acres 
of land. 

“ The Rev. Mr. Peter Tustian was 
appointed missionary here by the so- 
ciety in the year 17193; but, upon his 
arrival, he found the country so disor- 
dered with party divisions, that he soon 
removed to Maryland. 

‘The Rev. Mr. Varnod succeeded 
him; he arrived there in 1723, and 
was very kindly received by his pa- 
rishioners. They were so well inclined 
to the church of England communion, 
that they constantly attended divine 
service, and so few absented them- 
selves, that the church began soon to 
be too small for the congregation. A 
year after his arrival, at Christmas, he 
had more communicants than ever 
were known to meet at that place, 
near 50 persons, and what was still 
remarkable, 17 negroes. He baptized 
several grown persons, besides children 
and negroes, belonging to Alexander 
Skeene, esq ; Mr. Varnod extended 
his labours beyond his own parish. He 
sometimes used to preach at a neigh- 
bouring French congregation, much to 
their edification. His own parishioners 
were also well satisfied with him. He 
continues still in his mission with good 
success. 

“Lhe parish of St. James, Santeé, 
consists chiefly of French refugees, 
conforming to the church of England. 
It contains upwards of 100 French fa- 
milies, and 60 English, besides free 
Indians and negro slaves. Their mi- 
nister hath only the salary of the coun- 
try, and some occasional gratuities, 
the whole making but a very scanty 
support. The Rev. Mr. Philip de 
Richbourg was their first minister, and 
approved himself in all respects a 
worthy man. Upon his dying, in 1717, 
the parish was a long time without a 
minister. Jn 1720, the Rev. Mr. 
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Pouderous, a French clergyman, went 
over, and was fixed there by the bishop 
of London; but neither he, nor Mr. 
Richbourg, had any constant salary 
from the society, though they have had 
several occasional gratuities. The 
people are religious and industrious, 
and very soon, in the year 1706, peti- 
tioned the governor and general assem- 
bly to have their settlement erected 
into a parish, and signified their being 
extremely desirous of being united to 
the body of the church of England, 
whose doctrine and discipline they did 
most highly esteem; and the governor 
and assembly did pass an act, that 
year, erecting their settlement into a 
parish, fixing the parochial church at 
James-Town, and setting forth its 
boundaries, which contained about 18 
miles in compass, but, by a subsequent 
act, they have been much enlarged: 
the Rev. Mr. Pouderous continues now 
their minister, very industrious in his 
function. 

“ Prince George’s parish was erect- 
ed in the northern parts of this pro- 
vince, at a place called Wineaw, in the 
year 1725, when Francis Nicholson, 
esq., was governor of this colony. 
There was a considerable sum of 
money given, by act of assembly, for 
building a church here; and Governor 
Nicholson, to forward the work, gave 
£100, and the people contributed the 
rest. ‘his is a frontier place, so very 
far distant from any church, as the in- 
habitants have wrote to the society, 
that they have lived many years with- 
out seeing any divine public worship 
performed, without having their chil- 
dren baptized, or the dead buried in 


any Christian order. The parish con- ‘ 


tains at present above 500 Christian 
souls, besides negroes and Indians, and 
the people were so zealous to have a 
minister of the church of England, 
that they built a convenient church in 
the year 1726, and obtained of the 
country a salary of £100, proclamation 
money, and purchased 200 acres of 
glebe land for their minister. Upon 
the repeated desires of the people here, 
the society appointed the Rev. Mr. 
Morrit missionary in 1728. 

“The church of St. Philip’s, in 
Charles-Town, the capital of the whole 
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province of Carolina, had a salary of 
£150, of that country money, settled 
on the minister by act of assembly ; 
the society were in hopes this might be 
a sufficient maintenance, and therefote 
did not at first allow any thing to the 
minister. The bishop of London (Dr. 
Compton) was very earnest to have a 
person of prudence and experience to 
take the cure of this, the chief place in 
the province, one who should act as his 
commissary, and have the inspection 
of church matters. The Rev. Mr. 
Gideon Johnston was recommended to 
the bishop, in the year 1707, by the 
archbishop of Dublin, by the bishop of 
Killaloo, and the bishop of Elphin, his 
diocesan, in the fullest manner. ‘ His 
grace assured, he had known Mr, 
Johnston from a child, and did testify, 
he had maintained a fair reputation, 
and was the son of a worthy clergyman 
in Jreland; that he dared answer for 
his sobriety, diligence, and ability, and 
doubted not but he would execute his 
duty, so as to merit the approbation of 
all with whom he should be concerned.’ 
Bishop Compton was fully satisfied 
with this character, sent him to Charles- 
Town, and made him his commissary. 
Mr. Johnston arrived in Carolina, after 
a long and tedious voyage, and was, 
unfortunately, near loosing his life, al- 
most in sight of Charles-Town. The 
bar of sand at the harbour’s mouth 
kept out the ship, in which he was 
passenger, till the next tide; and Mr. 
Johnston being sick, was impatient to 
get ashore, went into a sloop with 
three other persons; a sudden gust of 
wind rising, wrecked the sloop upon a 
sand bank; they lay there two days 
before the boats and canoes, which 
were sent out, could discover them, 
almost perished with hunger and thirst. 

“ Mr. Johnston, upon his entering 
upon his cure, found the people at 
Charles-Town unhappily disturbed 
with feuds and animosities; yet he 
managed himself with so much temper 
and prudence, as to avoid giving any 
offence, or incurring the displeasure of 
either side. What afflicted him most, 
was the ill habit of body, which, by 
various incidents in his voyage, and 
since his arrival in the country, he had 
contracted. However, he struggled 
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through every difficulty, discharged his 
duty with great diligence, and to the 
general satisfaction of his parishioners, 
t his cure, as being in the most 

Pp place, was very laborious. 

e read prayers, and preached twice 
on Sundays; read prayers on Wednes- 
days and Fridays, and frequently cate- 
chized the children. Besides the dis- 
charge of all his ministerial duties, he 
became useful and happy in compos- 
ing, in some degree, the divisions 
among the people, and by a very mo- 
dest and peaceable applying, persuaded 
many, who had differences, to converse 
without passion or bitterness. By 
these, and many other methods, he 
gained the respect and love of the best 
sort of people of many parties. His 
parishioners knew his circumstances 
were strait, and that the country allow- 
ance was not sufficient to maintain 
him and his large family; the assembly 
being then sitting, they procured a 
clause to be made in one of the acts 
then passed, adding £50 a year more 
to his church, during his incumbency. 
This was a very special mark of their 
favour to him, and the more so, be- 
cause it was done without his using 
any public solicitation for it. He con- 
tinued very assiduous in every branch 
of his office, until the year 1711, at 
which time several pestilential diseases 
raged over all the country, and occa- 
sioned a great mortality, especially at 
Charles-Town ; notwithstanding these 
difficulties, he discharged all the duties 
of his function with unwearied diligence. 
He contracted by his labours many in- 
firmities, which increased daily on 
him; and he was forced to come to 
England for the recovery of his health. 
After staying here about a year anda 
half, he returned to his church at Caro- 
lina, with an allowance of £50 a year 
salary from the society. He entered 
again upon the duties of his cure, with 
his former diligence and success, and 
continued so till April, in 1716. The 
Hon. Charles Craven, esq., the gover- 
nor of the country, was then returning 
to England. Mr. Johnston, with 30 
more gentlemen, went into a sloop to 
take their leave of him, then in the 
man of war, and under sail. They 
waited on the governor and parted 


with him, but in their return back, a 
storm arose, the sloop was overset, and 
Mr. Johnston being lame of the gout, 
and in the hold, was drowned; the 
other gentlemen who were upon deck, 
partly by swimming, and partly by 
holding on the sloop, saved themselves 
till help came. The sloop afterwards 
drove, and that, and Mr Johnston’s 
body, were found on the same bank of 
sand on which he had almost perish- 
ed at his first coming to the country: 
He was buried at Charles-Town, very 
much lamented by his parishioners, 
and especially all the clergy his bre- 
thren.” 

“Soon after the foundation of this 
society, an act of assembly passed in 
the year 1706, for establishing religi- 
ous worship according to the church of 
England ; for dividing the whole pro- 
vince into ten parishes, (to which three 
have been since added,) for allowing 
a considerable sum for the building 
each church, and ordering one to be 
built in each parish ; for incorporating 
the rectors or ministers ; for allowing 
the country parishes £100 a year, cur- 
rent money of that province, each; and 
the rector of Charles-Town £150. All 
which churches were soon after built, 
have been supplied with ministers 
by this society, and have been faith- 
fully paid their settled salaries by the 
country. And lately, in the year 1723, 
a farther law was passed for augment- 
ing the minister’s salaries, and ap- 
pointing them to be paid in proclama- 
tion money. ‘The clergy were so sen- 
sible of this liberality of the people, 
that they did in the most grateful man- 
ner represent to the society, that con- 
sidering the circumstances of the co- 
lony, it was a very generous settlement. 

‘“‘ Thus, through the pious liberality 
of the country, though there was scarce 
any face of the church of England in 
this province when this society was 
first established, there have been 13 
churches, and four chapels of ease 
since built; a free school hath been 
erected at Charles-Town, The whole 
body of the people have had the ad- 
vantage of the administration of God’s 
word and sacraments, and such a light 
set up among them as, it is to be 
hoped, no age shall see extinguished.” 


[No. 1. 
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For the Christian Journal. 
Convention of New-York. 


Misstonary Reports. 

ALTHOUGH some of our readers may 
have seen in the printed journal of the 
late convention the missionary reports 
presented to that body, yet we esteem 
them sufficiently interesting to Episco- 
palians to make large extracts from 
them, which we shall continue from 
number to number as our limits per- 
mit, and in the order in which they 
stand in the journal. 

The Rev. Hiram Adams, missionary 
at Waddington and Norfolk, St. Law- 
rence county, remarks— 


“ The church at Russell, formed some 
time since, | found in a dilapidated state. 
The churches in Waddington and Nor- 
folk, I have the confidence to believe, are 
as flourishing as they have ever been; and 
their present prospects, if missionary aid 
be continued, altogether favourable.” 


The report of the Rev. Norman H. 
Adams, missionary at Unadilla, Otsego 
county, and Bainbridge, Chenango 
county, and parts adjacent, states— 

“ The church at Unadilla may be con- 


sidered in a very flourishing condition. * 


The congregation is a good deal increased 
the year past, and a growing attachment 
is manifest to the doctrines and services 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church.— 
At Bainbridge the church continues to 
flourish ; the congregation is large, and 
very attentive. The building is entirely 
finished.—Considering the infancy of this 
church, I think the prospect is unusually 
flattering. Four years ago, scarcely one 
educated Episcopalian could be found; 
but now, this church bids fair to become 
an important branch of our Zion.” 


The Rev. Lewis P. Bayard, mission- 
ary at Geneseo, Livingston county, and 
parts adjacent, makes the following 
statement :—— 


“‘T entered upon my duties at this sta- 
tion in the beginning of September, a year 
since. Atan early period after my call to 
the rectorship of St. Michael’s parish, in 
Geneseo, the vestry took measures for the 
erection of a suitable church edifice,which 
is now nearly completed and ready for 
consecration. To this congregation I 
have devoted two of the services of Sun- 
day, performing the third at the village of 
West-Avon, ten miles distant, where, by 
the spirited exertions of afew individuals, 
aneat church has been commenced, and 
will be ready for consecration early in the 


Convention of New-York--Missionary Reports. = 15 


spring. The corner stone of this church 
was laid on the same day with that of the 
church in Geneseo, and but for unexpected. 
disappointments, it would have been 
finished for consecration equally as soon. 
To the congregation of St. Mark’s church, 
Hunt’s-Hollow, Alleghany county, twenty 
miles distant, | have devoted a week day 
service every other week since the 25th of 
March. Here f have again the pleasure 
to report the erection of a neat Gothic 
church, and to record the faithful zeal, 
guided by sound discretion, which, under 
the divine blessing, has led this little 
flock through some trial and difficulties, 
to a state of great comparative prosperity. 
Here 1 had an opportunity of observing 
the inestimable value of early instruction 
in the distinctive principles of the church. 
A few old fashioned Connecticut church- 
men, I found had been preserved through 
a violent religious excitement, firm and 
immoveable in their attachment to the 
pure and elevated worship, the sound doce 
trine, and apostolic ministry, of our vener- 
able church.—Truly an abundant harvest 
is ready for the church in this wide- 
spread and fertile region; but, alas! the 
labourers are few. How can our church 
consent to spare for foreign and unhealthy 
climes, the missionaries whose help is so 
deplorably needed in our own suffering 
household! Inthe county of Livingston 
there are twelve flourishing towns, and 
only one missionary of our church, which 
is also the case in the adjoining county of 
Alleghany ; yet there are large districts of 
country, even within these limits, where 
the people have nothing but occasional 
services, and these from whatever deno- 
mination that may in turn present. Why 
should not our church occupy this vacant 
and important ground, ere the tares of 
* false doctrine, heresy, and schism,’ come 
to be mingled with the incorruptible word 
of truth? The people, I observe, are well 
disposed to embrace the doctrines of the 
church. The lucid glare of fanaticism 
has attracted the consideration of the 
more reflecting part of the community, 
and they find it easily distinguished from 
the mild and steady light of primitive 
truth and order. Send us your mission- 
aries, they say, for we sincerely belicve 
your church is the only refuge for orthoe 
dox and rational Christianity.—I hope soon 
to establish a county society, auxiliary to 
the Western District Society for the Pro- 
motion of Christian Knowledge and 
Piety.” 


From the report of the Rev. Seth W. 


Beardsley, missionary at Le Roy, Ge- 
nesee county— 


**A conviction that it was absolutely 
essential to the prosperity of our commu. 
nion in this place, that service should re- 
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gularly be performed on Sundays, bas in- 
duced me to officiate through the year 
past at St. Mark’s. Would I could add, 
that my services have béen abundantly 
blessed! Certain untoward circumstances, 
however, militating not only against the 
Episcopal Church, but against the Chris- 
tian religion, and I may add, against the 
belief of the existence of Jehovsh, have 
somewhat retarded the progress of our 
denomination, and caused a partial falling 
off from us. There is much open and 
avowed infidelity around us, and nething 
is left undone which can have a tendency 
to injure and destroy the church in this 
place. But he who has promised that the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against his 
church, has hitherto assisted and sustain- 
ed this branch of his vine, and we trust, 
will, in his good season, cause it to bud 
and blossom like the rose. The congre- 
gation, though not numerous, is respect- 
able. But the number of well informed 
and zealous churchmen is small, and the 
burden of supporting public worship falls 
heavily on a few. It is hoped that this 
will gradually alter for the better; but at 
present the wardens and vestrymen unite 
with me in the desire that the Missionary 
Society (to whom we feel much indebted) 
should continue to us a supporting hand 
for the present. We make this appeal, 
fearing that this church cannot be sus- 
tained in its present condition, if mission. 
ary aid is withdrawn. With the divine 
blessing, and her ordinary share of suc- 
cess, we may hope in a yearor two longer 
to stand firmly ourselves, and to contri- 
bute something towards the support of the 
Missionary Society, to which, under God, 
most of the churches in the western and 
northern parts of the state owe their ‘ first 
foundation, and a long continuance of 
nursing care and protection.’” 


Of Christ church, Hampton, Wash- 
ington county, the missionary, the 
Rev. Moore Bingham, thus speaks :-— 


“This church, according to the best in- 
formation its present minister and mis- 
sionary has been able to collect from the 
members and records of the parish, has 
been decreasing in numbers for several 
years. It now appears, however, to have 
sunk to its lowest ebb. But whether it 
will please God soon to restore it to its 
former truly flourishing and prosperous 
condition, is not for man to say. One 
thing, however, is certain, that its remain- 
ing members are far, very far, from a spi- 
rit of despondency, and equally far from a 
disposition to withhold any effort which 
they are morally or physically cupatle of 
putting forth, to prevent so afflictive a 
dispensation as the ultimate removal of 
their candlestick from its place. 

“The assistance of the missionary sti- 
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pend included, they have lately made am. 
ple provision for regular services three. 
quarters or two thirds of the time, for the 
term of one year from the 13th of July 
last. And such hitherto has been his con- 
gregation, such also the apparent cordial 
acceptance of his public ministrations, to- 
gether with the hearty, fervent, and en- 
couraging welcome which he has received 
in the numerous visits which he has al- 
ready made among the families of the pa- 
rish, that their minister (your missionary) 
cannot doubt, in the least, either their sin- 
cere attachment to the church, or their 
earnest and increasing endeavours for its 
prosperity.” 


The Rev. John A. Clark, late mis- 
sionary at Palmyra, Wayne county, 
thus speaks of the church at that place: 


* Vhe prospects of our Zion continue to 
be encouraging in this quarter, especially 
at Palmyra. The church, which in my 
last report, I mentioned as having been 
commenced at Palmyra, is nearly com- 
pleted ; and from the ne«tness of the struce 
ture, and the persevering efforts by which 
it has becn erected, will do great credit 
to the taste, zeal, and liberality of the 
congregation.” 


The Rev. Palmer Dyer, missionary 
at Granville, Washington county, and 
parts adjacent, after stating the wants 
of the Sunday schools in that quarter, 
remarks :— 


The gentlemen of this parish, [Tri- 
nity church, Granville] are entitled to 
much praise for having improved our sa- 
cred music, by the erection of an organ, 
which they purchased the last winter. 
They have also formed themselves into a 
Sunday School Society, auxiliary to the 
Gener«l Union of our Church.—The 
greatest difficulty which we nave to en- 
counter, is in procuring necessary sup- 
plies of suitable and truly orthodox books 
for our Sunday school libraries. The num- 
ber published by our Union is fir too 
small to constitute a library of sufficient 
size to satisfy the wants of our chiidren; 
and we «re consequently obliged to pro- 
cure books from other and doubtful 
sources, without either knowledge or re- 
commendation to guide us to a judicious 
selection. Thisought not sotobe. he 
interests of the Church of God, and the 
welfare of immortal souls, are too much 
dependent upon the character of the books 
which we put into the hands of our youth, 
to mak« it fit that the selection of these 
books should be left to ignorance or 
chance. But what can be done ? How can 
the deficiency in our libraries be supplied 
without exposing to danger the religious 
principles of our children? There is. 
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perhaps, no other way, than for the pro- 
per authority to publish a copious cata- 
logue of such books as, in addition to 
those of our Union, may be profitably, or 
at least ve introduced into our fami- 
lies and Sunday schools.” 


The Rev. Ezekiel G. Gear, mission- 
ary at Ithaca, Tompkins county, and 
parts adjacent, speaks thus of the state 
of the church in the town of Big Flats, 
Tioga county :— 


* at this place I administered the holy 
communion te about sixteen persons, 
where, two years before, when the service 
of the church was first performed, there 
were not more than two or three indi- 
viduals who called themselves Episcopa- 
lians, or knew any thing of our services 
and institutions ; now they have organized 
themselves into a church, and to all ap- 
pearance are not only increasing in num- 
bers and respectability, but in the know- 
ledge and graces of the Christian life.” 

* As some things in my last report have 
been publicly denied, and a liberal share 
of abuse heaped upon me, and upon the 
bishop, for receiving such a statement, 
and suffering it to go upon the journal, it 
is due to myself, the Missionary Society, 
and the convention, to aver, that every cir- 
cums'ance and fact mentioned in that re- 
port is true; and that nothing but a deep 
conviction of duty induced me to allude 
to arts, and tricks, end chicane, so dis- 
graceful to the professors »f Christianity.” 


From the report of the Rev. John 
D. Gilbert, missionary at Catharine, 
Tioga county, and parts adjacent :— 


“It is with thankfulness to Almighty 
God, that we are permitted to say, that at 
present the prospects of this church put 
on a more favourable appesrance than 
they formerly have.—The small chapel, 
which was built some years ago, though 
now closely seated, is too small for the 
congregation; and from the want of seat- 
Troom, they are at this time making efforts 
to raise funds for the purpose of erecting 
a new one, more commodious; but as 
this congregation is few in number, and 
feeble in resources, and therefore to a 
large degree dependent on those whose 
religious opinions are not permanently 
settled in favour of the church, success 
is rendered in some degree doubtful.— 
The most persevering industry, and fru- 

al economy, for which the people here 

Tve yreat credit, have not yet raised 
them from the debts first contracted in 
the purchase of their lands. From this 
anda variety of other reasons commonly 
attendent upon a newly settled country, 
they are able at present to communicate 
Yery little to the support of the public 
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setvices of the church. The only assign. 
able reason why they have hitherto lan- 
guished, and been kept upon the back 
ground by other denominations, is, that 
from the want of ministerial aid, their 
church doors have remained closed for 
months together; they have had no son 
of Aaron to call forth this devoutly sub- 
lime and elevated response, ‘O come, 
let us worship, and fall down, and kneel 
before the Lord our Maker ;’ but their 
harps have been ‘ hung upon the willows,’ 
and the songs of Zion have given place to 
the stillness of midnight. It is with a 
mixture of pleasure and pain, which calls 
up the sensibility of the heart, that the 

speak of days gone by, when in Connecti- 
cut they ‘went to the house of God, and 
took sweet counsel together.’ Nor is it 
the least of their concern that their chil- 
dren are left to wander on the Lord’s day, 
where their minds are liable to imbibe the 
principles of ‘heresy and schism. Situ- 
ated as they are, their hands are stretched 
out in prayer for missionary aid to be ex- 
tended to them a little season, until they 
are better able to support themselves. But 
for this, their only hope is in the goodness 
of God, and the mercy of their brethren.” 


Speaking of the state of St. Paul’s 
church, Big Flats, Mr. Gilbert re- 
marks :— 


“if a spirit of opposition the most in- 
flamed and virulent, and misrule the most 
revolting to sober reason, and the dictates 
of sound policy, in which humble and ra- 
tional piety can have an agency but ex- 
ceedingly sl-nder, can effect any thing to 
the disadvantage of the church iv this 
place, it will undoubtedly be accomplish- 
ed. ‘To say this, is but to tell a modest 
part of the scenes that have been acted 
here: during the season past, and would 
undoubtedly be going on still in all their 
highly inflated spirit, were it not that they 
had become in some degree shaken by the 
fury of their own impetus. To tell in 
what these things will issue is not within 
the province of human foresight, but must 
be left to Him who can govern the storm 
and the raging of the tempest. Unto Him 
muy we commit the keeping of the church, 
et our ‘souls in well doing as untoa 
faithful Creator.” 


Of the church at Manlius, Onondaga 
county, the missionary, the Rev. Bur- 
ton H. Hickox, thus speaks :— 


“‘ The parish at Manlius has suffered by 
the removal of several families during the 
past year, some of whom were amongst 
our most able and devoted churchmen; 
yet the services are well attended, and the 
congregation has increased.” 


(To be continued.) 
3 
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From the Episcopal Watchman for Deeember 13, 1828. 
New-York Convention. 

‘Tue journal of this ecclesiastical 
body is always expected with interest, 
and read with pleasure. Something of 
this we willingly attribute to the influ- 
ence of old associations—and sorry 
should we be that time or chance, scat- 
ter us as they may on the wide world, 
should ever take from the remembrance 
of brethren and companions,with whom 
we were wont to take sweet counsel, 
and to walk in the house of God as 
friends, a single ray of that soft and 
sacred light with which old associations 
invest them. But there is another and 
a stronger, if not a holier or more en- 
dearing, claim upon our interest, in the 
triumphs which have there been exhi- 
bited of “ primitive truth and order.” 
We disclaim most earnestly and sin- 
cerely, the most remote approach to 
invidious comparison with otler por- 
tions of the country, when we say, that 
in the diocese of New-York, Episco- 
pacy has, emphatically, been “ tried 
wpon its merits,” and that the verdict, 
as ever will be the case when the trial 
is fair, has been triumphantly conclu- 
sive in its favour. We have before us 
a series of the journals of that conven- 
tion, with but very few exceptions, from 
the year 1801 to the present year. In 
the convention of the first named year, 
(it was that at which the revered and 
Jamented Dr. Moore was. elected bi- 
shop,) there were present: the bishop, 
(Dr. Provoost,) and 14 clergymen— 
three of whom have since been ele- 
vated to the highest ministry of the 
church. In the convention of (May) 

1811, at which Dr, Hobart was elected 
to the Episcopate, there were present 
24 clergymen, (three of whom, by a 
somewhat remarkable coincidence, are 
now bishops,) and two of the clergy 
entitled to seats, were absent. In the 
convention of the present year, (long 
may it be before another episcopal elec- 
tion in New-York becomes matter of 
record!) there were present, being 
members of the house, the bishop, 61 
presbyters, and seven deacons ; and 38 
of the clergy entitled to seats absent— 
whole number 107—of clergymen re- 
siding in the diocese 123—and of con- 
gregations 163. Let no one sup- 
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pose that from a view of the statistics 
of the church, we are about to argue 
the zeal, the fidelity, or the success of 
its ministers. These are to be known, 
to men, by their fruits—to God, by 
their hearts. But we do mean to infer, 
and, it appears to us, with a conclu- 
siveness that cannot be resisted or 
averted, from an extension so rapid, 
under circumstances greatly unfavour- 
able, of principles against which popu- 
lar prejudice has been arrayed with all 
the ingenuity and power of some of the 
master minds of the age, their consist- 
ency with truth—with the faith and 
practice of primitive antiquity—with 
the unerring and conclusive warrant 
of the word of God. It is to our minds 
a most illustrious confirmation-—-God 
forbid that we should be thought to 
boast, for what have we, that we have 
not from him !-—of that old, but though 
the adversaries of truth might weld wish 
it, not yet worn out, adage, “ Magna 
est veritas et prevalebit”—Truth is 
mighty, and will ultimately prevail. 
A corollary to this conclusion—and 
a most pregnant one it is—we must be 
allowed to state. We shall state it 
with all plainness, fall wheresoever its 
consequences may; for though we de- 
sire ever to speak the truth in love, we 
must speak the truth. It is an argu- 
ment often held, and we know with 
much sincerity, that the claims of the 
Episcopal Chureh, being in opposition 
to the popular impression, and its mem- 
bers standing in a small minority in 
this country, its success depends upon 
the conciliatory manner in which its 
principles are set forth, and its interests 
promoted. In short, to come at once 
to the deduction, which we have not 
time to follow through all its windings, 
that in order to gain for the church an 
entrance among the various denomina 
tions into which the Christian commu 
nity is subdivided, we must abate some- 
thing of what its opponents are pleased 
to call its lofty pretensions and exclu- 
sive claims, and, by making it appear 
to be what it is not, smuggle 1 into 
their confidence by compromising its 
sacred and essential character. For 
churchmen, if any there are, who pre- 
tend to claim what the word of God 
doth not aliow, and the practice of the 
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apostolic age confirm, we offer no de- 
fence. For ourselves, we have sought 
carefully, and with prayer for guidance 
and direction, to stand on “ the foun- 
dation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ being the chief corner 
stone.” The platform is not of our 
erection, but of God’s. We make no 
claims, no pretensions for ourselves, 
but take what we find set down for us. 
We look for the warrant of our church- 
manship “to the law and to the testi- 
mony;” and hearing and reading its 
plain, explicit sentence, our answer to 
the unreasonable opposer, and to the 
injudicious friend of the church, is the 
same, If Balak would gwe me his 
house full of silver and gold, I cannot 
£0 beyond the word of the Lord my 
Ged to do less or more, Thus are we, 
on principle, wrevocably opposed to 
the doctrine of compromise, (some- 
times, but, as can easily be shown, 
falsely, called, conciliation, ) in regard 
to our principles as churchmen. 

As a matter of expediency, too, we 
reject, most unequivocally, the course 
alluded to in the preceding paragraph 
—and here comes in our corollary. To 
ay nothing in regard to those portions 
of our church in which this course has 
been more or less nearly approached, 
the diocese of New: York has afforded 
a triumphant example of the superior 
expediency of fair and epen dealing, of 
direct and explicit defence of church 
principles upon the apostolic platform, 
and an unequivocal and undeviating 
practice, in consistence with the con- 
clusions thus established. We have 
had abundant opportunity fer observa- 
tion, and we speak from personal ex- 
perience, when we say, that, under the 
influence of such a policy, a little one 
has, almost without a figure, become « 
thousand, and a great one, a strong 
nation. To take for example a single 
and most interesting portion of the 
diocese. For several years ‘the Rev. 
Davenport Phelps, missienary in the 
western parts of the state,” was the 
only labourer which the church em- 
ployed in all that vast region west of 
Utica. In 1811, that venerable ser- 
vant of the Lord, long since taken to 
the reward of his labours, ventures to 


New-York Convention. 


“1 
suggest that “ three, atleast,” should 
be employed as missionaries in the re- 
gion which he traversed—and the dis- 
tance from Geneva, his principal sta- 
tion, to the respective places which he 
had occasion to visit, is stated by him 
as follows :— To the springs 13 miles, 
to Pultneyville 35, to Bloomfield 25, 
to Honeoy 30, to Catharine 50, to 
Sheldon 80, besides visiting the coun- 
ties of Cayuga and Onondaga.” In 
1820 there were eight labourers in this 
portion of the vineyard—and, in 1828, 


the blessing of God upon the seed sown 


by this geod old man gives employ- 
ment to twenty-eight. Now this in- 
crease of the church has taken place 
among a population of shrewd, intelli- 
gent New-Englandmen, with all their 
native prejudices, and against the 
counteracting influence of sectarians of 
all sorts, sizes, and descriptions, not by 
concealing the distinctive principles of 
the church, not by seeking favour for 
her doctrines, disoipline, and worship, 
by compromising all that makes them 
apostolic and scriptural, but by plain, 
but simple, and, towards all others, 
‘charitable statements of its high ori- 
gin, its direct descent, its essential cha- 
racteristics, its inalienable prerogatives. 
Investigation was courted. Instructiun 
was offered. The doctrines of the 
church were clearly and firmly, but 
affectionately, stated. Her services 
were regularly and devoutly performed, 
Wherever her standard was set up 
multitudes gathered. Nobody could 
discover any thing that at all savoured 
of the naughty woman of Babylon. 
The surplice, upon examination, was 
found to be no “ rag of popery,” but a 
becoming vesture, well authorized by 
the white linen of the former sanctu- 
ary. The liturgy, so far from being 
“a piece of mummery,” with prayers 
to saints and angels, was declared 
scriptural, evangelical, spiritual—-and 
“they who came to scoff remained to 
pray.” The western part of the state 
of New-York is now among the fairest 
and most fruitful gardens of the church. 
And so we have our corollary. Ia 
conclusion, Messrs. Editors, and to re- 
turn to the subject with which -we 
started, we have tound the last journal 
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of the New-York convention a most 
interesting document, and have “ pen- 
cilled” several passages as themes for 
future discourse. 

OLDSCHOOL. 





Unavoidable circumstances have led to 
the placing of the three following pieces 
out of the usual order of original com- 
munications. 


For the Christian Journal. 


The Discretionary Part of the Litany. 
Messrs. Epitors, 

1 am one of those old fashioned Chris- 
tians who love to worship God always 
in my own church. 1 dislike, there- 
fore, the too prevalent sentiment that 
it is of no consequence where one goes 
to church, provided he goes. 1 do not 
speak now of wandering among divers 
denominations, but of wandering among 
divers churches of our own. = | think 
many serious evils arise out of it, as 
well on the score of one’s own devo- 
tional feelings, as on that of example. 
It is not, however, my intention to 
write a homily on this subject. The 
above remarks have been made simply 
to vindicate myself from unjust in- 
ferences, when I say that the subject of 
the present communication was sug- 
gested by a depariure trom the general 
principle here referred to. 1 was in a 
strange church. ‘The reasons, how- 
ever, were such as, | am sure, will jus- 
tify me in the opinion of those even 
more fastidious than mysell. It is, 
therefore, unnecessary to say any thing 
farther on this head. Well, being, as 
1 said, in another church than my own, 
a few Sunday mornings since, | felt 
really grieved when the minister (not 
the rector of the parish) came to that 
truly excellent portion of our service, 
the discretionary part of the litany. 
The responses, until then, had been 
made with exemplary regularity and 
propriety. but when the minister 
came to those importunate cries in 
which every truly convinced sinner, 
who sees in Christ his only Refuge, 
must feel the legitimate breathings of 
his own penitence and faith, “ O Christ 
hear us,” &c. not one of the congrega- 
tion seemed sensible that he had need 
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of the merey so humbly and fervently 


sought. ‘The Lord’s Prayer, indeed, 
after the first or second petition al- 
lowed time for recovery from the ap- 
parent consternation that had been pro- 
duced by the introduction of what f at 
once perceived was an unknown part 
of the service, was responded to as if 
by habit ; and a good round “ 4—men” 
at the end of that form of supplication 
commencing “QO God, merciful Fa- 
ther,” clearly showed that the people 
were not prepared for the noble re- 
sponse there provided. 

I say, Messrs. Editors, I felt grieved 
at this. | admit the wisdom and pro- 
priety of allowing discretionary omis- 
sions in the service. I cannot, how- 
ever, but think it a great pity that the 
making a general rule of an exception 
should operate to the total or even fre- 
quent disuse of so fine a part of our li- 
turgy as this discretionary portion of 
the litany. If there is, in the whole’ 
compass of our services, a part pecu- 
liarly adapted to the genuine feelings of 
a true penitent and sincere believer ; if 
one which humbles the sinner and ex- 
alts the Saviour; if one in which the 
church would have us, as it were, wres- 
tle with God, and not let him go till 
he have mercy upon us and bless us; 
if one in which the sinner fastens him- 
self to the cross, aud would cling to it, 
until he has found the gracious efficacy 
of the sacrifice thereon made ; it is this 
short but rich and full series of prayer 
and supplication. Perhaps it may be 
regretted that if the little time therein 
given to humble acknowledgment of 
our unworthiness, and dependence on 
the mere and sparing mercy of God, 
must be taken from his worship, some 
other portion of the service liad not 
been selected as the subject of the 
discretion. ‘To use that discretion is, 
indeed, no violation of duty; and I 
would be far trom casting uncharitable 
reflections on those who may think 
proper to save these few minutes from 
the worship of God, in their own be- 
half, or that of their people. I must, 
however, respect and admire that in- 
terest in the humbling doctrines of the 
cross ; that desire to ask with all fer- 
vency, to seek with all earnestness, and 
to knock with all importunity, that the 
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door of mercy may be opened, and par- 
don and peace be found ; and that sa- 
crifice of all self-dependence to the 
mercy of God in Christ as the only 
source of hope; which are evinced by 
the voluntary use of a portion of the 
service in which, more fully than in 
any other, these truly evangelical sen- 
timents and affections are elicited and 
exercised. 

Objection, I believe, is sometimes 
made to this part of the service, that 
it is too fervent for ordinary use. But 
is there ever a time when any indi- 
vidual is not the miserable sinner therein 
supposed; when he does not stand in 
need of the mere mercy therein sought ; 
and when the humble and fervent sup- 
plications, and the recognition of Christ 
crucified as his only hope, therein pro- 
vided, are not his bounden duty ? 

The reference made, in this portion 
of the service, to“ troubles,” “ adver- 
sities,” and “ persecutions,” may be 
thought an objection to the use of it 
in-ordinary times. The objection will 
hold good when much tribulation will 
cease to be the path through which the 


kingdom of heaven is to be entered ; ° 


and when infidelity, heresy, and schism, 
confusion and disorder, cold indiffer- 
ence and heated fanaticism, worldly- 
mindedness, vice, immorality, and 
irreligion, will cease to persecute the 
church, to try the patience of the 
saints, and to present the strongest in- 
ducements to cry unto the Lord, and 
give him no rest until he arise and have 
mercy upon Zion. Her dangers may 
often be greater in the days of her ease 
from outward oppression and epposit 


tion, than when the fire of c‘vii perse: - 
cution tries every man’s work of what: 


sort it is, and separates the vile alloy 
from the pure and precious in the 
sight of God. Even then, therefore, 


let not her priests be backward in the: 


fervent pleading of “the noble works” 
which God, in other days, has done in 
behalf of his church ; and let her people 
be led to the throne of grace in prayer 
for deliverance from “ those evils which 
the craft and subtlety of the devil or 
man worketh against” her. Let them 
pray God to “arise, help, and deliver” 
r. 


KYRIE ELEISON. 


Weekly and Daily Prayers. 


eee: a 74 
For the Christian Journal. 
Weekly and Daily Prayers. 

Messrs. Epirors, 

Ir has given me great pleasure to 
learn that the reverend rector of St. 
Thomas’ church, in this city, has com- 
menced having morning prayer every 
Wednesday. On that day, therefore, 
there are now uniformly three of our 
churches open, Trinity, St. John’s, and 
St. Thomas’. The first two are also 
open every Friday, and on all the 
saints’ days, and other holy days. Such 
provision for the public worship of Al- 
mighty God must be gratifying to the 
pious heart. So, at least, it would seem 
upon every reasonable and Christian 
principle. It is, however, an unhappy 
fact, that there appears to be a lament- 
ably prevalent insensibility to the bless- 
ing and privilege thus offered. Within 
the compact part of the city, and a 
sufficiently convenient distance from 
one or other of the churches thus 
opened, there reside the members of 
fitteen Episcopal congregations. Ad- 
mit now the full force of the real diffi- 
culty which men of business, heads of 
families, and others, find in being able 
to attend worship in the week, still 
will there be ample room for regret 
and surprise that so few afe found to 
go up to the temple at the hour of 
prayer. Men of business, heads of fa- 
milies, and persons in almost every 
station, find or make time and oppor- 
tunity for answering a call of pleasure, 
or of unimportant occupation, requir- 
ing a larger appropriation of time, and 
not unfreqnent!y cecevpying the *very 
heur which the-charch: piously calls 
thera to give to’theit God. Perhaps 
they may tliink that it is enough to go 
td churth oa-Sinday. If God required 
of us a hard service, there might be 
ptudence in limiting it to the least pos- 
sible requisition. ‘But let the appeal 


. be made to those who cherish the true 


Scripture view of the claims of God, 
of the character of the service which we 
are to render him, and of the obliga- 
tions to him which exist on our part, 
and every such principle will be seen 
in its native ingratitude and inconsist- 
ency. ‘Ihe question is not, What must 
Ido? but, What can ldo? Is there 
aught more by which I can show my 
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gratitude to God, and my devotion to 
his service? Can I more fully mani- 
fest my reverence for him, my love of 
him, and my sincere desire to serve 
him truly? ‘These inyuiries will be 
perpetual excitements to going on, and 
doing all that we can, and doing, if 
possible, continually more and more, 
to manifest our fidelity and attachment 
to the greatest and best of Beings, our 
God, our Father, and our Friend. 

But there is another interesting view 
of the subject, which powerfully struck 
me, when, a short time since, a worthy 
country clergyman told me that he 
considered it a happiness and a privi- 
lege, in his visits to the city, to attend 
our weekly prayers. There are more 
than twenty of our clergy constantly 
resident in the city, and almost always 
a number visiting here from other 
places. Now, would it not be inter- 
esting for some of these always to meet 
on the occasions of our weekly prayers? 
It is not often that on the Lord’s day 
they have an opportunity of being to- 
gether as fellow worshippers. From 
the embracing of such opportunity, as 
offered in the services of other days, 
much good might be anticipated in its 
favourable influence on brotherly af- 
fection and unity; on mutual excite- 
ment to devotion, and to that cultiva- 
tion of the evangelical graces and 
affections to which the liturgy is so 
instrumental ; and on the cherishing of 
those views of the character, duties, 
and responsibilities, of the ministerial 
office, which are there so fully illus- 
trated-and enforced... Is it visionary to 
imagine that when a-numnoer of -rod’s 
ministers meet frequently in- his.tem- 
ple, and unite their prayers that all of 


their holy calling may be iilunyinated- 


‘with true knowledge and understand- 
ing of” God’s ** word, and boule by 
their preaching and iiving, set it forth, 
and show it accordingly,” there may 
be expected, besides the natural effect 
of the petitions on their own minds, a 
special answer to prayer offered with 
the combined fervour of those who feel 
so strongly the need of the mercy 
asked? When, in the view of the la- 
mentable want of a deeper and stronger 
sense of religion, leading to its renew- 
ing and sanctifying influences on a 
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world lying in wickedness, they who 
are labouring to this end in their re- 
spective spheres, and are praying for it 
in the congregations of their people, 
and in the closet of their hallowed re- 
tirement, meet often in the Lord’s 
house, and there unite their supplica- 
tions “that it” would “ please” God 
“to give to all” his “ people increase 
of grace, to hear meekly” his “ word, 
and to receive it with pure affection, 
and to bring forth the fruits of the Spi- 
rit,” may it not be hoped that this holy 
concert will, through the merits of our 
great Intercesser, cause the prayer to 
enter with more acceptableness inte 
the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth, and be 
a powerful mean of drawing down a 
gracious and favourable reply? And 
when they who weep over the errors 
and deceptions which draw men from 
the truth as it is in Jesus, and are con- 
stantly employed, as its commissioned 
ministers, in endeavouring to establish 
that truth in its purity and integrity, 
come together in the sanctuary, and 
pour out their hearts before God in the 
fervent supplication that it would 
please him “to bring into the way of 
truth all such as have erred, and are 
deceived,” it surely is not unreasonable 
to hope that the happy consummation 
desired may, by the grace of God, be 
thus peculiarly promoted. Let me too, 
Messrs. Editors, very respectfully, but 
with an earnestness arising out of a full 
conviction of the connexion of the sub- 
ject with the interests of evangelical 
devotion, refer to the encouragement 
that would be given to the people if 
their pastors showed that the time could 
he spared for worshipping God in his 
temple more frequently than on one 
day in each week. The required time 
may be taken from study, froin recrea- 
tion, from parechial visits, or from li- 
terary or other engagements. But 
surely it will not be lost. The Scrip- 
tures heard or read, and the prayers 
and other devotions offered, will not, 
if mixed with faith, fail of being bless- 
ed. The strengthening and sanetify- 
ing influences of that grace of God 
which accompanies the due use of ap- 
pointed means, will be felt as comfort, 
as encouragement, and as a source of 
renewed ability. 
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What I have now said, Messrs. Edi- 
tors, has had reference to the only ap- 
proximation among us te daily morn- 
ing and evening prayer, furnished by 
the services of the litany days and holy 
days. May I venture so far to risk the 
imputation of being visionary and en- 
thusiastic, as to express my heart’s 
desire and prayer to God that daily 
service may be celebrated among us? 
Of the fourteen churches in this city, 
situated within its compact part, might 
not three be selected, sufficiently cen- 
tral, each of which should be opened 
for morning and evening prayer two 
days in each week, exclusive of Sun- 
day? Might not all the parish clergy 
unite in supplying, in turn, the ser- 
vices thus to be performed? And 
might not their repeated faithful exhor- 
tations to their respective flocks, and 
their pious examples of making the 
service of God’s house a part of (may 
T venture to say?) the daily appro- 
priation of their time, be, by the divine 
blessing, effectual means of securing at 
least a little band of daily worshippers, 
in merciful consideration of whom God 
would increase his blessings upon our 
Zion, and our community at large? 
Thus, at least. would the most effectual 
way be prepared for God to pour upon 
us the spirit of prayer and of supplica- 
tiun. As, by his grace, the hearts of 
sinners became convicted, and they 
felt their need of taking refuge in the 
mercies of redemption, the courts of the 
Lord’s house would be open for their 
reception. There they might go to 
pour out their humble confessions, to 
hear the comfortable sentence of God’s 
absolving mercy, to mingle their 
prayers with those of brethren striving 
in the same conflict, to be instructed in 
the requisitions of God’s holy word, 
to engage in grateful celebrations of 
his grace and mercy, and to be com- 
forted by the benediction of the Lord’s 
anointed. There, too, would be daily 
opportunities for the seasonable im- 
provement of periods of reflection, of 
sorrow, or of gratitude, which thus may 
be blessed to the happiest and most 
permanent results. And there—a 
consideration which must be endeared 
to every one who truly loves the souls 
of others—humble and uniform piety 
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would be enabled, constantly, or when- 
ever unavoidable circumstances would 
permit, to draw nigh unto God in the 
services of his holy church, and receive 
the strengthening, renewing, and sanc+ 
tifying grace. whereby he will draw 
near to the faithful wershipper. 

I may be too sanguine, but the love 
of Christ constrains me; and I would 
humbly, aflectionately, and most ear- 
nestly, solicit tor this subject an interest 
in the reflections, the prayers, and the 
efforts, of all who would advance the 
character and efticiency of the minis- 
try, whe desire the welfare of the 
church, who love the souls of men, who 
would promote the best interests of the 
community, and who seek the glory of 
our God and Saviour. 

CULTOR CHRISTIANUS. 





For the Christian Journal. 


“Thoughts for the first Day in the Year. 


(From 2 Kings xx. 1, 2, 3.) 

Tue character given of Hezekiah in 
holy writ is one which is highly favour- 
able to his piety. “ He did that which 
was right in the sight of the Lord, ac- 
cording to all that his father David 
did ;” and ‘‘he clave unto the Lord, 
and departed not from following him, 
but kept his commandments, which the 
Lord commanded Moses.” Animated 
with a holy zeal for the honour and ser- 
vice of the God of his fathers, he had 
endeavoured to restore his worship to 
its origina} purity, and for this purpose 
had removed the high places, and 
broken the images, and cut down the 
groves, which had been the instruments 
and scenes of idolatrous worship. The 
favour of the Most High God was the 
reward of these his pious endeavours ; 
and it is recorded, “ that the Lord was 
with him, and that he prospered whi- 
thersoever he went forth.” Aftera 
successful reign of 14 years, it pleased 
God to visit him with a sickness so 
sore, that, in the emphatic language of 
Scripture, “ Hezekiah was sick unto 
death.” The prophet Isaiah was, there- 
fore, mercifully sent to him from the 
Lord, to acquaint him with his ap- 
preaching dissolution, and to warn him 
to prepare himself for it. From the 
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exemplary life of the monarch, we 
might be led to infer, that the intelli- 
gence would have been heard by him 
without any high degree of emotion— 
that he who had received so many un- 
doubted tokens of the divine favour and 
approbation, would have felt so assured 
of their continuance, as to be ready to 
exchange the necessarily limited share 
of them, attainable here, for the ever- 
lasting fulness of joy which is at God’s 
right hand for evermore. But, on the 
contrary, no sooner had the prophet 
discharged his momentous commission, 
than the king turned his face unto the 
wall, and prayed, saying, “1 beseech 
thee, O Lord, remember now how I 
have walked before thee in truth and 
witha perfect heart, and done that which 
is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah 
wept sore.” 

Commentators have variously ac- 
counted for this behaviour, so contrary, 
to what might have been reasonably 
expected from one who had the testi- 
mony of so good a conscience. Some 
have supposed his anxiety for longer 
life was founded in his ardent desire 
to complete the good work of rooting 
out idolatry, which he had so happily 
begun. Others have ascribed his dis- 
tress to the fact, that he had no son, to 
whom he might leave his kingdom— 
Manasseh, who succeeded him, being 
not yet born. He therefore wept sore 
at the thought of the misery and dis- 
traction that would ensue to his peo- 
ple before another could be firmly 
seated upon the throne, which he was 
so suddenly called upon to relinquish. 
Allowing to each of these solutions a 
due degree of importance, the difficulty 
may be satisfactorily removed, by re- 
ferring the alarm and anguish expressed 
by him to the weakness of human na- 
ture. We have naturally a fear of 
death. It is the punishment which the 

Almighty imposed for the violation of 
his laws; and however much religion 
may soften its features, we cannot look 
it in the face without terror, In some 
men these apprehensions are much 
stronger than in others; and although 
they endeavour to fortify themselves 
with all the consolations of our holy 
faith, and with the testimony of a good 
conscience, yet it is sometimes the 
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case, that all efforts are ineffectual. 
Of this there are instances under the 
Gospel, where the light shed upon the 
dark valley is so much stronger than 
that under the Mosaic dispensation. 
The best, perhaps the sole support un- 
der the fear of death, isthe prospect of 
a blissful immortality. Now it is ex- 
pressly mentioned as a prominent 
blessing of Christianity. that it has 
brought life and immortality to light. 
Not that the doctrine was altogether 
unknown before, but that the Gospel 
has delivered the all-important truth of 
a future unchangeable state of being, 
with so much greater clearness, as al- 
most to constitute it a new doctrine. 
If, then, as must be acknowledged, 
good men, notwithstanding this addi- 
tional proof, have, under the latter dis 
pensation, seen the approach of death 
with awe and dismay —nay, have de- 
precated it with tears, we ought not 
to be surprised that the weakness of 
nature overcame a faith. which did 


not rest upon such undoubted evidence .- 


of things not seen. But whatever it 
was that rendered longer life desirable 

to him, we find that he had recourse to 
the only effectual means of having his 
wishes granted. In deep penitence 
and humility he prayed to the Lord, 
and said, “1 beseech thee, O Lord, 
remember now how I have walked be- 
fore thee in truth and with a perfect 
heart, and have done that which is 
good in thy sight. And he wept sore.” 
Happy the man who, in the hour of 
death, can draw comfort from the re- 
trospect of a life spent before God, in 
simplicity and godly sincerity! Happy 
the man, who, although desirous of a 
longer continuance in the land of the 
living, can yet look back upon the 
past without the compunctions of re 

morse! fe whose glorious attribute 
it is that he heareth prayer, was pleased 
to give a favourable answer to the 
strong crying and tears of Judah’s so- 
vereign. The holy prophet was again 
commissioned, not to proclaim to him 
that his hour was come, but to promise 
an extension of life--an extension be- 
yond the utmost reach of his desires. 
“ Thus saith the Lord, the God ot Da- 
vid thy father, [ have heard thy prayer, 
Ihave seen thy tears: behold, I will 
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heal thee: on the third day thou shalt 

o up unto the house of the Lord. And 

will add unto thy days fifteen years.” 
What a wonderful instance of divine 
condescension and goodness is this! 
Not only granting him a large addition 
to the years of his life, but, that he 
might not fall into a state of dangerous 
security, informing him of the period 
at which he must expect again the 
summons from which there eould not 
be a second reprieve. How favourable 
such an opportunity to complete his 
pious undertaking, of effacing every 
vestige of idolatry, and of bringing 
back his people to the adoration and 
service of that gracious Being, in whose 
approbation their truest safety consist- 
ed! How favourable, too, such an op- 
portunity, through the aids of the di- 
vine Spirit, by more and more sancti- 
fying his affections, purifying his de- 
sires, exalting his hopes, and increasing 
his faith, to finish his preparation for 
the event of his being called to sleep 
with his fathers. 

The narrative which we have been 
considering is susceptible of much pro- 
fitable meditation, especially at this 
time, when, with hearts swelling with 
emotions of gratitude to God for the 
blessings of the past year, we are en- 
tering upon another, relying upon that 
tender mercy which has guarded us 
through so many, to carry us in safety 
to its close. Have any of us, in the 
course of God’s providence, ever been 
visited with what, according to all hu- 
man calculation, might have been 
termed, with as much certainty as that 
of Hezekiah, @ sickness unto death? 
What were our feelings, and what our 
conduct, at such atime? Were we 
prepared to obey the awful mandate, 
and resign our spirits into the hand of 
him who gave them ? Or did the pros- 
pect of speedy dissolution fill our souls 
with affright, and cause us to weep 
sore? Did we not offer up to the Au- 
thor and Giver of life most earnest 
supplication, that the season of our 
Probation might be prolonged; that 
more time might be allowed us to finish 
the work he had given us to do; and 
did we not promise to lead the re- 
sidue of our life in his fear, and to his 
glory? But what has been the result? 
Vou. XUFF. 
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Have we fulfilled what we so solemnly 
and repeatedly engaged to do? Have 
we given evidence of regard to our 
vows and protestations before the Most 
High God, by an increase of Christian 
seriousness, by greater attention to the 
claims of religion, and by a more con- 
scientious performance of social and 
relative duties? And if not, what plea 
have we to offer in extenuation? Have 
we, like Judah’s king, an assurance 
that our souls will not be required until 
the expiration of a certain definite pe- 
riod? Has a message from on high 
declared that we may take our ease 
for many years, and disregard the 
claims of heaven upon our thoughts 
and affections, for that death is far dis- 
tant? If no such assurance has been 
given, by what process of calculation 
is it that we ascertain, that the year 
upon which we are entering, this week, 
or even this day, shall see its termina- 
tion, before we have finished our 
course, and are clasped in the cold em- 
brace of death? And if such be the 
uncertainty as to what a day may 
bring forth, how dare we defer the in- 
terests of our souls to remote periods? 
Shall the fig-tree, which disappoints 
the expectations of its lord, be no 
longer suffered to cumber the ground ? 
and shall the sinner, who violates his 
most solemn engagements, made, too, 
under circumstances peculiarly impres- 
sive, shall he be permitted to sport 
with the divine forbearance, and mock 
at mercy ? ; 

We have all probaoly, from time to 
time, secretly resolved, that in future 
we will live less to ourselves and the 
world, and more te God and hesven-~ 
and time after sme we have broken 
our resolution, and retumed to the 
habits which in commuston with our 
own hearts, we had engaged to ree 
nounce. But have we reflected, in 
what sich instadility of conduct and 
purpese must inevitably end, a miser- 
able and hopeless death? Oh! that 
ve might avail ourselves of the pre- 
sent, so propitious to high and holy 
purposes, to devote ourselves truly 
and efficiently to the service of God 
our Redeemer. Oh! that we might 
be persuaded, through God’s grace, to 
make amends for past remissness and 
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disobedience, by a diligent application 
to the things which belong to our eter- 
wal peace. 
Some of us, perhaps, impressed with 
a deep sense of the shortness and un- 
certainty of life, have, at the opening 
of the year which has just departed, 
implored from the Preserver of our be- 
ing, that we might not be called to our 
account while yet in our sins. Our 
prayer has been in some measure an- 
swered. That year is past. The first 
day of another has dawned. What has 
been—what will be our conduct? Are 
we yet in our sins ? And will we con- 
tinue so? Is it thus. we requite the 
goodness and long-suffering of God? 
Is it thus we improve the opportuni- 
ties which he, in his mercy, gives us to 
work out our salvation? When we 
opened our eyes this morning upon 
another day of grace, and reflected 
that we, and those near and dear to 
us, had, through God’s protecting kind- 
ness, been spared through another year, 
insensible must have been the heart 
which was not warmed with gratitude 
to its heavenly Benefactor, and most 
blind to its own safety and welfare, 
that did not implore a continuance of 
his goodness. But did we, like the 
pious king, found our request upon the 
due improvement of the time already 
vouchsafed us? Did we feel justified 
in saying, 1 beseech thee, O Lord, re- 
member now how I have walked be- 
forethee in truth and with a perfect 
heart; and have done that which is 
good inthy sight? For unless such has 
been the use made of the past, slender 
muy be the hope that a mercy, of 
whichwe have shown ourselves so un- 
worthy, will be longer extended. Be- 
sides, if wecontinue inxin, to prolong 
our days is bet to aggravate our guilt, 
and increase ove punishment, But it 
will be said by those referred to, that 
they do not intend to abuse uny fur- 
ther the divine patience ;. they will re- 
pent; they will bring forth fruits meet 
for repentance. Was not tliis, how 
ever, their determination at a previous 
period? and how has it been carried 


into effect? Where are the signs of 


reformation? Whiere the fruits unto 
holiness? And what security is there 
that.the present year will be more pro- 
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fitably spent than that which has left 
us? 

Alas! there is no foundation upon 
which these unstable souls, ever pro- 
mising, and never coming to the per- 
formance, may rest their hope that the 
term of their probation will be pro- 
tracted. Let them be persuaded to 
lean no more upon so uncertain a sup- 
port. Let them betake themselves now 
to the great duty of preparation. Let 
them at once set their house in order, 
as though a messenger from heaven 
had said to them, individually, “ This 
day thou shalt die, and not live.” 


Bishop Hobart’s Address. 


Tue conclusion of Bishop Hobart’s 
Address, which occupies a large part 
of this paper, will be read with gratifi- 
cation by all who rejoice in the pros- 
pereus condition of the vast spiritual 
interests over which he presides. Dur- 
ing the arduous visitations. of the last 
year, it appears that 10 persons have 
been admitted to the order of priests; 
five to that of deacons ; and three cler- 
gymen instituted. The bishop has 
consecrated nine new churches, and 
laid the corner stones of two others; 
348 persons have been confirmed; and 
six admitted candidates for orders. 
The paramount claims of home mis- 
sions are very strongly urged by the 
bishop, on the ground of the great ex 
tent of our domestic field of labour, and 
the disproportionate means of cultiva- 
tion; and though we should be the 
last to attempt to restrict the efforts 
which are at present making in behali 
of the heathen abroad, we would com- 
mend his remarks on this subject as de- 
serving of very serious consideration.— 
Epis. Watch. Nov. 29, 1828. 
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New Church at Pensacola. 


We have been favoured with the 
perusal of a letter addressed to “ The 
Vestry of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in Pensacola,” which announces 
‘that the Rev. Addison Searle, who fot 
Several years has been a chaplain ia 
the United States’ Navy, and is a highly 
 oermg and well qualified clergy 
mah, 


now resident at Buffalu, New] sy p 
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York, is about te move to Pensacola, 
with a view to reside among us per- 
manently, and to take charge of the 
Protestant Episcopal congregation in 
this place, as its pastor. The letter is 
from the secretary of the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the United 
States, and states that Mr. Searle will 
probably reach Pensacola in the course 
of the month of November. His ar- 
rival is anticipated with pleasure, and 
it is hoped that his residence among 
us will be both agreeable to him, and 
useful to the cause of morality and reli- 
gion.— Pensacola Gazette. 








Bishop Hobart in England. 

Ir is no more than justice to Bishop 
Hobart, to show in what way so ac- 
complished and emipent a writer as the 
Rev. Hugh James Rose* has spoken of 
him. We say justice, because in the 
diary of the unfortunate Mr. Allen, 
penned by him in England, while evi- 
dently suffering under the distressing 
malady, which has taken away from 
those whom he so violently opposed 
before leaving this country, every feel- 
ing but that of compassion, but which, 
nevertheless, has been printed and cir- 
culated in this country as the produc- 
tion of a sound mind, Bishop Hobart is 
represented as unpopular in England. 
We know not what ground Mr. A. 
may have had for this statement ; he 
assigns no reason, and was doubtless 
mcompetent todoso. The Christian 
Observer, in a review of the sermons of 
Bishop H. published in England, while 
he takes some exceptions at particular 
passages, bears strong testimony to the 
talents and piety which those sermons 
indicate. And in the notes to the work 
before us, we find Bishop Eobart 
spoken of in the fellowing language :-— 

“ The preceding passage from Bi- 
shop Hobart contains all that is requ’ 
site on this’ subject. The work {* Apo 
logy for Apostolic Order’ ] fron Wbich 
it is taken, is a series of cnsttroversial 
letters addressed to a Presbyterian di- 


* Notes to this four Sermons on the Com- 
and Consequent Duties of the Cler- 
£y, preached betore the University of Cam- 
Sridge in April, 1826. 














vine in America. The latter part of 
this work contains by far the best state- 
ment of the arguments for Episcopacy 
which I know. The treatises of Hall 
and Taylor, full of learning, zeal, and 
eloquence, as they undoubtedly are, 
overstate some points, and dwell on 
minutiz of little value to the argument. 
Bishop Hobart, on the contrary, gets 
rid of every thing not essential to the 
question, and shows what pure and 
real Episcopacy is, free from arbitrary 
adjuncts and human inventions. If 
his time would allow him to reprint 
the latter part of his work, with the 
omission of the few sentences relating 
to the local controversy in which he 
was engaged, he would do a great ser- 
vice to-yeung divines; and the addition 
of his excellent charges would eom- 
pose a tract of no ordinsty value.” — 
Church Register, Nov. 22,1828. 
Horry Professorstp- 

We depart from our custom of com- 
municating intelligence on'¥ of a reli- 
gious nature, to gratif Our Feaders 
with the information that Elias Hor- 
ry, esq., has adder © the funds of the 
Charleston col!-3¢ the large donation 
of ¢ 10,000 - an act so intimately con- 
nected wit! the moral interests of this 
commup*y, that religion may be rea- 
sonab’y expected to unite with science, 
andcharity, and patriotism, in express- 
ing a proper thankfulness. We under- 
stand, that in testimony of their grati- 
tude, the trustees have appropriated 
this gift as the foundation of the + Hor- 
ry Professorship of Moral and Political 
Philosophy.” — CAarleston Gosp. Mess. 








wT 
African Mission School. 

For some time past it has been our 
wish to bring before our readers this 
very interesting institution. As its ob- 
jects and wants were brought before 
the clergy and others assembled in 
Washington last week, and gave rise 
to several resolutions, to which we 
have been desired to give publicity, we 
shall take the liberty to preface them 
with the best outline in our-power, of 
the circumstances which ted to its for 
mation, together wi. the main fea« 
tures of its organization, reserving its 
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weightier documents for future con- 
sideration. 

Doucias, in his inimitable little 
work on missions, makes a remark to 
this effect, that it appears to be desig- 
nated very strongly by the providence 
of God, that Christians in the United 
States should be rendered instrumental 
in the conversion of heathen Africa. 
Deeply impressed with the force of 
this sentiment, the Rev Dr. Wain- 
wright, in his very able and weighty 
sermon before the Domestic and Fo- 
reign Missionary Society, adverted to 
the condition of Africa, and the im- 
ony of rendering our colony at 
aiberia the central emanating point of 
light aad salvation to that injured and 
unhappy country, This led to the gra- 
dual adoptien of measures, from which 
resulted “ameeting of the clerical 
and lay members of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in Hartford, Con- 
necticut, en the 7th of last August.” 
At that meeing a society was formed 
under the designation of the Araican 
MisstoN 5Co9L Socimry; for the 
purpose of edutsting coloured persons 
for MISHONATICS, Couchists, and school- 
masters, for Africa. [ts officers were 
elected; Mr. fl. Spence. was appoint- 
ed teacher, and the schou ynder his 
superintendence has since bee, proucht 
into operation in Hartford, Cuyyecti- 
cut, and already has four scholars. By 
the provisions of the constitution, $2 
a year are required for membership, 
$20 for life membership, $50 as di- 
rector for life, and $ 100 as patron 
for life. 

The Rev. Dr. Wainwright, the frst 
vice president of the saciety, was pre- 
sent at the meeting in Washington, 
purposely to call the attention of the 
clergy and laity there present, 19 the 
concerns of the institution; and pani. 
cularly in the hope that suitable sub- 
jects of the bounty of the society might 
be found amongst that unhappy class 
of persons, whose more suuthera con- 
stitutions are found best capable of en- 
during the exposures of the climate of 
Africa. He was pleased to state that 
the society did not expect supplies of 
money from their friends in the south, 
who have done s) much, and stifl find 
so much to do, in behalf of the Colon- 
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ization Society, but that it is thoaght ad 
unreasonable request, that pious young 
men may be proyided to-be trained by 
the society as missionaries, catechists, 
and schoolmasters in Africa, under the 
direction of the Foreign and Domestic 
Missionary Society of the Protestant 
Episcopal Chareh in the United States. 

As it had been objected to the spot 
where the school is at present placed, 
that the constitutions of coloured per- 
sons from the north are found least 
fitted to meet the evils of a tropical 
climate, Dr Wainwright was at pains 
to state that litle danger was appre- 
hended on this score, if persons origin- 
ally trom the south could be obtained, 
since gentlemen even from the farthest 
south, after spending many years at 
the north in the attain nent of a colle- 
giate education, are permitted to ree 
turn, with perfect impunity, to their 
native air. Or, should experience 
prove the contrary, or public senti- 
ment, and the accomplishment of the 
great object require its removal, though 
not expressly authorized, he felt him- 
self at perfect liberty to engage that 
any other situation might at any time 
be selected for the school. 

After these sugzestions, and a few 
additional remarks in the highest de- 
gree approbatory of the object, from 
the Rev. Dr Meade, of Virginia, the 
following preamble and_ resolutions 
were submitted, and unanimously 
adopted :— 

Ata meeting of clergymen and others 
in St. John’s church, Washington, the 
Rev. Dr. Wainwright made a statement 
uf the objects, the plan, and the present 
wants of the African Mission School in 
Hartford, Connecticut; whereupon, 

ist. Resolved, That this meeting ap- 
prove the objects and the plan of the 
African Mission School, and recom- 
mend the same to the notice and con- 
tideration of friends to the cause of 
“vilizing and christianizing Africa. 

24. Resolved, That those present at 
this Mneting will interest themselves, 
and endeaour to interest others, in 
searching for aad sending ta the school 
suitable coloured young men to be edu- 
cated as missionaries, catechists, and 


schoolnasters, in reference to the 
above objects. - 
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On Friday evening, October 31, a 
meeting of the managers of the Colon- 
ization Society was called, for the ex- 
press purpose of receiving communica- 
tions from the Rev. Dr. Wainwright, 
of New-York, the results of which are 
communicated in the following extracts 
from the minutes of that meeting, com- 
municated for the Recorder :— 


Office of the Colonization ont 
Washington, Nov. Ist, 1828. 

At a meeting of the board of mana- 
gers of the American Colonization So- 
ciety, Oct. 31st, 1828, after the Rev. 
Dr. Wainwright had favoured the 
members with an exposition of the 
views and proceedings of the African 
Mission School Society; on motion of 
the Rev. William Hawley, it was re- 
solved unan movsly, That the thanks 
of this board be presented to Dr. Wain- 
wright, for the interesting communica- 


tions which he has made to them this - 


evening. 

Reso‘ved, That this board having 
heard with deep interest from, the Rev. 
Dr. Wainwright, an account of the 

lans and purposes of the Arrican 
fission Scuoot Society, do most 
cordially approve of the design of that 
institution, as eminently calculated to 
contribute to the great objects of this 
society, in carrying the benefits of ci- 
vilization and the lights and blessings 
of Christianity to the people of Africa, 
as well as to promote the improvement 
and prosperity of the colonists from 
the United States. —Philad. Rec. 
Ea 
United States’ Clergy. 

“Sworps’s Pocket Almanack,Chris- 
tian’s Calendar, and Ecclesiastical Re- 
gister,” for the present year, makes the 
number of our clergy 507. Namely—~ 
Maine 5—-New-Hampshire 8—Massa- 
chusetts 29-—-Vermont 7—Rhode-Is- 
land 7—Connecticut 56——New- York 
122—New-Jersey 16—-Pennsylvania 
70— Delaware 6—Maryland 55—Vir- 
ginia 47——North-Carolina 10—South- 
Carolina $5—Georgia 3—Ohio 14— 
Mississippi 5—Kentucky 3—Tenessee 
2—Louisiana 1——Michigan 2—Arkan- 
sas 1—Missouri 1—Florida 2. 

Of the above, 10 are bishops, re- 
spectively, of the Eastern Diocese 
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(Maine, New-Hampshire, Massachu- 
setts, Vermont, and Rhode-Island) ; 
Connecticut ; New-York ; New-Jersey ; 
Pennsylvania (2); Virginia; North- 
Carolina; South-Carolina ; and Ohio. 

There are 27 alumni of the General 
Theological Seminary of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States, 
viz. Connecticut 5*; New-York 10; 
New Jersey 2; Pennsylvania 5; Dela- 
ware 1; Virginia 2; South-Carolina 
1; Tenessee 1. 


Theological Institution in Canada. 

Tue Auburn Gospel Messenger 
states, that the bishop of Quebec has 
lately established a school, under the 
charge of Mr. Baithwaite, at Cham- 
bly, Lower Canada, chiefly with a 
view to the advantage of young men 
intended for the ministry of the church 
of England, 


Authentic Version of the Bible. 

In the rules to be observed in the 
translation of the Bible, for the govern- 
ment of those employed in that work, 
in 1559, it is directed that “no mar- 
ginal notes at all are to be affixed, but 
only for the explanation of the Hebrew 
or Greek words, which cannot without 
some circumlocution so briefly and 
fitly be expressed in the text.” These 
notes then constitute a part gf the 
translation, and it has never yet been 
satisfactorily explained, why they are 
omitted in the editions published by 
our Bible Societies. —Church Register. 





EPISCOPAL ACTS. 


In the Diocese of Connecticut. 


In Christ church, Hartford, on the $d San- 
day in Advent, December 14th, 1828, the Rev. 
Horatio Potter, professor of mathematics and 
natural philosophy in Washington coilege, was 
admitted to the holy order of priests by the 
_ Rev. Bishop Brownell; the Rev. Mr. 
Wheaton and the Rev. Professor Humphreys 
being present and assisting. Sermon by the 
Rev. Professor Humphreys. On the precedin; 
Suncay the bishop administered the rite of 
confirmation to 12 persons in Granby. 





* The mark designating an alumnus is 
omitted at the name of the Rev. William Shel- 
ton; he is, however, included in the present 
enumeration. 
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In the Diocese of New-York. 


On the 20th Sunday after Crinity, October 
29th, 1828, in Haag church, in this city, the 

ight Rev. Bishop Hobart held an ordination, 
and admitted the following deacons, of this dio- 
eese, to the holy order of priests, viz.—The 
Rev. Hiram Adams, an alumnus of the General 
‘Theological Seminary, missionary at Wadding- 
ton, St. Lawrence county, and parts adjacent ; 
the Rev, Edward K. Fowler, missionary at 
Monticello, Sullivan county, and parts adjacent; 
the Rev. Albert Hoyt, minister of St. Andrew’s 
church, Walden, Orange county; an‘! the Rev. 
Charles J. Todd, minister of St. John’s church, 
Ogdensburgh, St. Lawrence county. The 
morning praycr was read by the Rev. Richard 
S. Mason, rector of Trinity church, Geneva, 
Ontario county, New-York; the sermon preach- 
ed by the bishop; and the candidates presented 
by the Rev. Daniel M‘Donald, D. V., provessor 
in Geneva college. 

Qn the 25th Sunday after Trinity, Novem- 
ber 23d, 1828, in St. John’s chapel, in this city, 
the Rev. Sutherland Douglas, deacon, minister 
of St. Paul’s church, Rochester, Monroe coun- 
ty, New-York, was admitted, by the Right 
Rev. Bishop Hobart, to the holy order of 
priests. Vhe morning prayer was read, and 
the candidate presented, by the Rev. John 
M‘Vickar, D, D., professor in Columbia eol- 
lege; and the sermon eng: by the bishop. 
The Rev. Samuel H. Turner, 1. D , professor 
in the General Theological Seminary, was also 
present, and assisted in the laying on of hands. 


In the Diocese of New Jersey. 


On Thursday, the 4th of December, 1828, the 
recently erected Protestant Episcopal church 
at Morristown, was consecrated to the service 
of Almighty God by the Right Rev. John 
Croes, D. D., bishop of that diocese, hy the 
name of St. Peter’s church. There were 
present on this solemn occasion, the Right Rev. 
John Henry Hobart, D. D., bishop of the dio- 
cese of New-York; the Rev. John Croes, jun., 
the Rev. Clarkson Dunn, the Rev. Benjamin 
Holmes, the minister of the church, and the 
Rev. Smith Pyne, of New-Jersey ; snd a very 
numerous and attentive congregation. The 
morning prayer was read by the Rev. Smith 
Pyne, the lessons by the Rev. John Croes, jun., 
and the sermon preached by the bishop of the 
diocese, who afsv, assisted by the Right Rev. 
Dr. Hobart, administered the communion. 
This church, the first Episcopal one erected 
in that pleasant and flourishing town, is con- 
structed of stone, in the Gothic style, and 
finished with great neatness. Its length, exclu- 
sive of the tower, is 53 feet, and its breadth 37. 
It is also furnished with a fine toned organ. 
Great credis is due to the officiating minister, 
and to the senall and but lately organized con- 

gation, for their piety and great exertions 
In bringing to maturity the construction of an 
edifice which was not even thought of four 
years since. 

A correspondent, in noticing this church, 
observes—*‘ It is only within three or four 
years that an Episcopal congregation has been 
organized at Morristown; and with much hbe- 
rality and zea} they have erected a stone edi- 
fice for worship. It is only to be regretted, 
that in this building, as in some others, there 
is a great violation of architectural taste and 
propriety in placing the desk, pulpit, and 
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chancel between the two front doors, instead 
of at the end of the church, fronting the en- 
trance. With this exception, the building 
is very neat and commodious, and reflects 
much credit on the exertions of those who con- 
tributed to the erection of it, and especially 
of the Rev. Mr. Holmes, the clergyman, 
by whose unremitted end pious zeal, a 
God, an Episcopal congregation has been 
formed at Morristown.” 

In the Diocese of Pennsylvania. 

On the 23d Sunday after Crinity, Novem- 
ber’ 9th, 1828, in St. Johu’s church, Norris- 
town, the Right Rev. Bishop Onderdonk ad- 
mitted tothe holy order of teacons Mr. Francis 
H. L. Laird ‘he Rev. Jehu C. Clay pre- 
sented the candidate. Uhe bishop, at the same 
time and plaee, confirmed 16 persons; and on 
the same day, in St. James’s church, Perkio- 
men, he confirmed 24 persons; anc on Sunday, 
the 25d, he also confirmed 15 persons in St. 
Luke’s church, Germantown. 

On Advent Sunday, November 30th, 1828, 
Grace church, Penn township, was conse- 
erated to the service of Almighty God by the 
Right Rey. Bishop White. Sermon by the 
bishop. 

Onthe 3d Sunday in Advent, December 14th, 
1825, Bishop White administered the rite of 
confirmation in St. Andrew’s church, Philadel- 
phia, to 58 persons; and on the following Sun- 
day, December 21st, the same right reverend 
prelate, in Trinity chureh, Southwark, admit- 
ted Mr. Raymond Alphonso Henderson to the 
holy order of deacons. 


In the Diocese of Maryland. 

The Right Rev. Bishop Onderdonk, of Penn- 
sylvania, during his visitation of this diocese, 
by invitation from the standing committee, 
held an ordination in Christ church, Mon 
mery county, on the 20th of December, 1828, 
and admitted the Rev. Henry Cogswell Knight, 
rector of Prince George’s and St. Bartholo- 
mew’s parishes, to the holy order of priests. 
Morning prayer was read y the Rev. John 
Claxton, rector of Trinity church, Upper 
Marlborough; the Rev. John G. Blanchard 
presented the candidate; and the sermon and 
charge delivered by the bishop. 

Bishop Onderdonk administered the rite of 
confirmation as follows :—In St. PauPs, Balti- 
more, to 45 persons; Trinity church, 20; St. 
John’s, Baltimore county, 4; Christ church, 
Hartford county, 11; St. James’s, Baltumore, 
(coloured) 13; St. Ann’s, Annapolis, 21; Uri- 
nity church, Upper Marlborough, 16; St. 
Paul’s, Prince George’s county, 9; Christ 
church, Rockville, 11. 


In the Diocese of Virginia. 

On the 23d Sunday after 'riniy, November 
9th, 1828, the newly erected edifice of Christ 
church, Norfolk, was consecrated to the ser- 
vice of Almighty God by the Right Rev. Bi- 
shop Moore. At the evening service the bi- 
shop administered the rite of confirmation to 17 
persons. Christ church is built in the place of 
the building destroyed by fire some time ago, 
and is 65 feet front by 96 feet in leugth. tt eon- 
tains 88 pews below, and 42 in the gulleries, 
On the Friday sub t Lo the consecration 
nearly all the pews were sold at suction, and 
produced, as is said, many thousand dollars 
more than all the expenses of erecting the 

ice, 
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Bis Moore held an ordination in St. 
John’s chureb, Richmond, on Sunday evening, 
the 28th of December, and admitted the Rev. 
Edward W. Peet to the holy order of priests 
Sermon by the Rev. John Grammar, of Bath 

sh, Dinwiddie, and the Rev. Robert B. 
s presented the candidate. 


In the Diocese of South-Carolina. 


‘On Wednesday, October 8th, 1828, the apos- 
tolie rite of confirmation was administered in 
St. Michael’s church, Charleston, by the Right 
Rev. Bishop Bowen, to 68 persons, viz. to 33 
belonging to St. Michael’s church; to 24 be- 
Jonging to St. Philip’s church; to 10 helonging 
to St. Paul’s church ; and to one belonging to 
St. Stephen’s chapel. Confirmation is admi- 
nistered triennially in each of the Episcopal 
churches in Charleston —And on Wednesday, 
November 12th, Christ church, Greenville,was 
solemnly conseerated to the Christian worship 
of Almighty God by the same right reverend 
prelate. 


In the Diocese of Ohio. 


On Sunday, October 12th, 1828, the Right 
Rev. Bishop Chase held an ordination in Ken- 
on college, Gambier, and admitted the Rev. 
WM. T. C. Wing, tutor in that institution, to the 
holy order of priests, and Preston, to 
the holy order of deacons. 


In the Diocese of Quebec. 
The Rev. George Grout, missionary at 
Grimsby, was admitted to the holy order of 


riests onthe 10th of September last, at York, 
ty the bishop of Quebec. 








Bishop Onderdonk in Maryland. 


The Right Rev. Bishop Onderdonk, of Penn. 
svlvania, having been invited by the Standing 
Committee of the Diocese of Maryland to take 
provisional charge of that Diocese, agreeably to 
the Canons of the General Convention, has 
agreed to perform Episcopal visitations in that 
diocese for six months. The following is the 
correspondence on the suhjeet :— 


DIOCESE OF MARYLAND. 
Baltimore, Oct. 6th, 1828. 

T hereby certify that the following is a true 
extract from the minutes of the Standing Com- 
mittee of the Diocese of Maryland, held at St. 
Paul’s church, Oct. 16th, 1828, 

JOHN V. BARTOW, 

Secretary of 8. C. of Diocese of Maryland. 

** Resolved, That a respectful invitation be 
given to the Right Rev. Dr. Onderdonk, to vi- 
ait the parishes of this state, and perform such 
Episcopal duties in the same as are consistent 
with the constitution and canons of the church 
in this diocese.” 

* Resolved, That each memher of the stand- 
ing committee ascertain the number of parishes 
in his district, requiring Episcopal services, ant 
that he give information of the same to the pre- 
sident of the Standing Committee, to be com- 
municated to the Right Rev. Dr. Onderdonk.” 

“Resolved, That a certified copy of these 
resolutions be signed by the secretary, and for- 
warded by the president to the Right Rey, Dr. 
Qnderdonk.” 








Correspondenee, {c. st 


Chestertown, Kent County, 
Maryland, 17th October, 1828. 
Right Rev. and dear Sir, 


At the request of the Standing Committee 
of the Diocese of Maryland, I have the plea- 
sure to transmit to you a certified copy of an 
extract of their proceedings. 

You will observe that you are invited “ to 
visit the parishes in this state, and perform 
such Episcopal duties in the same, as are con- 
sistent with the constitution and canons of the 
church in this diocese.” 

It would have afforded pleasure to the mem- 
bers of the Standing Committee to give you an 
unqualified invitation to visit and perform 
Episcopal offices in this diocese ;, and conse- 
quently to assume a jurisdiction over it, agree- 
ably to the provisions of the 20th canon of the 
General Convention. But the Standing Com- 
mittee felt themselves precluded from.giving 
such unqualified invitation, by the peculiar proe 
visions of the constitution and canons of Mary- 
land, which have reserved the jurisdiction, dure 
ing a vacancy in the Episcopal office, partly to 
the president of the convention, and partly to 
the Standing Committee. You are respectfu' 
referred to articles 7th and 10th of the consti- 
tution, and canon 15th of the diocese of Mary- 
land, to understand the reasons of procedure. 

We forbear to offer reasons, which will not. 
fail to present themselves to your mind, to in- 
duce you to accept our invitation. It will not 
fuil to be remembered, that a wise Providence, 
at the moment of securing a co-adjator to the 
venerable bishop of Pennsylvania, in an afflict- 
ing manner deprived Maryland of all Episcopal 
superintendence. We have peculiar claims on 
you, dear Sir, which, we trust, you will not re» 
ject. 

. I am, Right Rev. and dear Sir, 
Very respectfully, your friend, 
and servant, in the Lord, 
TIMOTHY CLOWES, 
President of the Standing Committee 
of Maryland, 
Right Rey. Bishop Onderdonk. 


Philadelphia, October 27th, 1828; 
Reverend and dear Sir, 


Your letter, containing the request of the 
Standing Committee of the Protestant Episeo- 
palChurch in Maryland, that I would visit the 
parishes, and perform Episcopal duties, in that 
diocese, has been received, and has been the 
subject of very anxious reflection. I feel 
strongly the duty of rendering all the serviec 
in my power to a portion of the church desti- 
tute of «a bishop; and am deeply imp 
with its peculiar claim upon me, produced by 
the lamented death of its exemplary and de- 
voted head, while returning from an appoint- 
ment, the largest personal interest in which was 
mine, 

I trust it will meet the exigences of your 
diocese, if I undertake (God willing) the visi- 
tation of such parishes as may require it, and 
the performance of other Episcopal duties, un- 
til the first of May next. As the diocese of 
Pennsylvania has heen fully visited within the 
last twelvemonth, I may presume that it will 
moke no large demand upon my time for the 
next half year. Utherefore perceive no objece 
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tion to. my undertaking, for that period, the 
duties your committee assign me. 
I am, very respectfully, 
Your friend and brother, 
H.U ONDERDONK, 

Rev. T. Clowes, LL. D. President of 

theStanding Committee of the P.E. 

Chareh in Maryland. 


Official Notice in relati in to the Book 
of Hymns from the Stereotype Press 
of “ The Auxiliary New York Bible 
and Common Prayer Book Society.” 
A canon of the Protestant Episcopal 

Church provides, that all editions of 

the Book of Common Prayer, Book of 

Offices, &c. shall be compared and 

corrected by some standard book; and 

that @ certificate of the bishop of the 
diocese in which the said book is pub- 
lished, of their having been so com- 

and corrected, shall be published 
with said book—and the canon further 
provides, that in case any edition shall 
be published without such correction, 
it shall be the duty of the bishop to 
give public notice that such edition is 
not authorized by the ehurch. 

A certificate of the subscriber, in 
conformity with the provisions of the 
canon, is annexed to an edition of the 
Book of Hymns, from the stereotype 
press of the Auxiliary New-York Bible 
and Common Prayer Book Society, 
which certificate was authorized by him 
to be thus annexed, in the confidence 
that the said book had been compared 
and corrected by the standard book. 
He has since discovered that there is a 
deviation in this edition from the stand- 
ard copy, by the insertion of certain 
names of individuals before certain 
hymns. It is to be presumed that the 
committee of the General Convention 


Officiat Notice. — Calendar. 


[No. 1; 
who compiled the hymns, and the Ge- 
neral Convention who set them forth, 
did not, for good and sufftcient reasons, 
deem it proper or expedient to annex 
these names. But of this the subscriber 
is not to judge Even if the deviation 
from the standard copy appeared pro 
per in itself, it is unauthorized, and, as 
a precedent, dangerous. And the sub- 
scriber, therefore, in justice to himself, 
and in obedience to the injuactions of 
the canon, hereby gives notice, that 
the aforesaid edition of the Hymns, 
from the press of the Auxiliary New, 
York Bible and Common Prayer Book 
Society, is not authorized by the church, 
It affords him pleasure, however, to 
state his conviction, that the deviation 
was made with the best intentions; and 
further, that as soon as the impropriety 
was perceived by the society, they or- 
dered their stereotype plates to be core 
rected and rendered conformable to the 
standard Book of Hymns, The fature 
editions, therefore, from the press of 
this society, to whose meritorious exer- 
tions the church is so much indebted, 
may be expected to be in all respects 

correct. 

JOHN HENRY HOBART, 
Bishop of the Prot. ..pis. Church in the 


State of New-York. 
New-York, Dec. 22, 1828. 


Calendar for February, 1829. 
1. Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany. 
2. Purification of the Virgin Mary. 
8. Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany. 
15. Septuagesima Sunday, 
22. Sexagesima Sunday. 
24. St. Matthias. 
Ecclesiastical Meeting in Febriiary, 1829. 
18. South-Carolina Convention meets. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


“ The Litur 


will be inserted in our next. 


in Danger” by “ Hooker ;” and “ Mutilated Tracts” by “ Indagator;” 


We have also received several other favours. 


J. 3.” must excuse us for not inserting his piece. Ifthe poetry was equal to the 
piety we should be happy to give ita place. 





